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Watson’s High Fliers 
Our precious native birds  
 
The Regent Honeyeater 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canberra is Australia’s  
‘Bush Capital’ and Watson has 
much interesting birdlife in the 
urban, peri-urban  
environments and the Mt Majura 
Nature Reserve. A survey by Can-
berra Ornithologists Group (COG) 
in the 1990’s originally identified 
more than 80 woodland birds in 
the area now know as Justice Rob-
ert Hope Park. Many or these 
woodland birds were Identified  as 
vulnerable or declining species, 
and one, the Regent Honeyeater 
(shown above) is sadly, on its way 
out. During the 1990s, birdwatch-
ers keenly observed a breeding 
colony of four pairs of Regent 
Honeyeaters in North Watson.  
Other birds on the watch list are the 
Superb Parrot, the Hooded Robin, 
and the Swift Parrot.  
  

The WCA has for many years worked 
to protect the local habitats of our 
native birds, protecting it from ex-
otic birds that compete for food and 
nesting sites. If you would like to 
make these iconic birds welcome in 
Watson, please think carefully about 
what you plant in your gardens, and 
make sure that you know where 
your cat is—all the time! By showing 
care for our non-human residents, 
you can make Watson an even 
better place to live for human resi-
dents too.  
We intend to  introduce many 
other birds in this regular series 
of bird profiles in the newsletter. 
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WATSON 
 
 

x EFTPOS is available - no 
minimum expenditure 
required 

 

x Free home delivery 
services 

 
Come in & experience the  

service for yourself. 
 

Phone:  02 6255 6800 
 

Express  

Meg’s 
 

Is a community toy library. 
Run as a non profit venture 

with the support of  
St Margaret’s Church 

 

Call—02 6248 7467 
(during opening hours only) 

 

Wed 10am—12pm 
Sat 2pm—4pm 

 

 Drop by and join 

     Yoga and Meditation 
    Beginner’s Class in Watson 

          (75 min Yoga followed by 15 min meditation) 
 

Beginner’s class brings tradition of thousands of years 
aiming at holistic experience and it is a very powerful tool 

to improve your well-being, increase physical and 
emotional health, and bring joy to your life.  

 

Casual class - $20, 5-class Pass- $80, 10-class Pass-
$150 

Please call Sergei 0435350384 or write 
sergei@cityretreat.com.au 
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Gentle	Exercise	Class	
Uniting	Church	

9:30	–	10:30	am	each	Friday	
Cost	$7.00 

Canberra Central Combined 
Probus Club 

Meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month 
10:00-12:00 at the Ainslie Club 
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x Breastfeeding Counselor (s) on hand 

to answer your questions.  
x All mums, dads, children and mums-

to-be welcome, and you don’t need 
to be a member   

If you have a question about 
breastfeeding please call our  

free  
National Breastfeeding Helpline:  

1800 686 268 or visit  
www.breastfeeding.asn.au  

to check venues:  
abanorthcanberra@hotmail.com 

Australian 
Breastfeeding 
Association  
North Canberra 

Help your child become a reader  
 
 
 
 
 

Professional Reading Assessments 
Julie Watson 

299 Antill Street Watson ACT 2602 
02 61664652 

cjcwatson@grapevine.com.au 

Canberra Central Combined 
Probus Club 

 
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month, 
10am to Noon at the Ainslie Club.  For more 
information, contact Secretary Ian Bland on 

6241 1117 

 

 
 

 
 

Cedrics Winter Gardening 
Tips for Watson 
 
Hints for your winter garden: 
x Plant pansies, petunias and 

violas for winter colour 
x Remove all plastic tap timers 

to prevent frost damage 
x Disconnect hoses and 

sprinklers and store out of 
frost 

x Remove crossing and broken 
branches from trees and 
shrubs 

x For pruning larger trees 
always use a qualified tree 
surgeon. I recommend B & B 
Tree Surgery (call Ben) 6236 
9864 with over 25 years 
experience 

x Mulch around tender new 
plants to reduce frost damage 

x Use a fine water spray to 
wash frost off leaves before 
the sun hits the plants 

x Move frost tender pot plants 
under cover (i.e. under the 
eaves) 

x Prune wisteria and other 
deciduous shrubs. 

 
Hints for your garden provided by 
Cedric Bryant., our local Watson 
gardening guru.  
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Watson Pharmacy 
 

Pharmacy hours:  
Monday to Friday : 9am–6:00pm 

Saturday: 9am—1pm 
 

Licensed Post Office & Sub-Newsagency 
A selection of affordable gifts & wrapping, 
greeting cards & stationery items available 

  

Post office hours: 
Monday—Friday:  9am—5:30pm 

  

Watson Pharmacy is a Quality Care 
Accredited Pharmacy and a member of 

The Pharmacy Guild of  Australia. We have 
many services on offer: 

 

x Pain management 
x Webster packs 
x Health checks and advice 
x Medication checks 
x NDSS diabetes scheme 
 

Come in and talk to a Pharmacist  
to find out WHAT WE CAN DO TO HELP 

YOU. 
  

Phone: (02) 6241 1506 

Watson  
Woodlands Update 
 
With thanks to Richard Larson 
 
 
 
Well what an autumn it has been, a hot 
and extremely dry March and April. 
Rain finally arrived in May. In April 19 
Indian Myna birds were captured and 
disposed. Mynas and Starlings compete 
with our native birds for resources the 
mature woodland trees provide, 
particularly tree hollows which our 
hollow-nesting birds require in order to 
breed. The  ACT government continues 
to sanction removal of mature 
woodland trees with tree hollows to 
make way for new developments (e.g. 
near Prime TV on Antill Street). 
 
Now hat Justice Robert Hope Park has 
been designated as an environmental 
offset, extensive dialogue between the 
ACT Parks and Conservation Service and 
the Woodlands Working Group has 
commenced. We have two dedicated 
rangers working with us on issues 
including rabbit control, park signage, 
fence removal, weeding and provision 
for new plantings. Recent mapping 
identified 23 rabbit burrows locations 
requiring treatment. The work program 
for the group this winter will be 
planting and weed grubbing.  
 
CAT CONTAINMENT 
The Fair is a designated cat 
containment area. Residents must 
confine pet cats to their premises at all 
times. Cat owners found not complying 
may be issued a penalty of up to $1500. 
Domestic Animal Services (DAS) are 
responsible for cat containment 
compliance and enforcement. If  you 
see a roaming cat in a cat containment 
area contact DAS on 13 22 81.  
Internet information can be found on 
tams.act.gov.au/city_services/pets/cats 

The Knox - Made in Watson 
 

Daniel has been a local of Watson his whole life, 
and brings his expertise to ’The Knox’ - by locals, 
for locals. Offering brunch 7 days a week, family 
afternoon teas, a gourmet lunch menu and, of 

course, great coffee everyday.   
 

Opening Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 7:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Saturday - Sunday: 7:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/

theknoxmadeinwatson/ 
Canberra North Ladies 

Probus Club 
Meets on the 2nd Monday of the month 
10:00-12:00 at Yowani Country Club 

Contact Terri on 0402 364 694 
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Winter	events	calendar	

Collector	Village	Pumpkin	Festival	
Sunday	6	May	

Rosary	Primary	School	Open	Day	
Wednesday	9	May	9:00	–	1:00	PM	

Mother’s	Day	
Sunday	13	May	

Watson	Preschool	Fete	
Saturday	19	May	10:30	–	1:30	PM	

Welcome	to	Watson	
Sunday	20	May	3:00	–	4:30	PM	

Reconciliation	Day	Public	Holiday	
Monday	28	May	

Queen’s	Birthday	Public	Holiday	
Monday	11	June	

Cartier:	The	Exhibition	
To	Sunday	22	July	

Truffle	Festival	
1	June	to	31	August	

Contact	us	
Chair	
Leonie	Watts	 				 0419	017	552	
Deputy	Chair	
Julie	Smith	 		 02	6241	8861	
Secretary	
Gillian	Helyar	 	 0404	915	449	

Our	second	event	for	newcomers	on	Sunday,	18	March	was	
held	in	nasty	weather	(hence	no	photos!),	but	there	was	a	
friendly	atmosphere	and	plenty	of	chatting	and	networking.		

Anna	Siebert	represented	Blue	Gum	School	also	adding	her	
two	services	to	our	contact	lists	-	Pregnancy,	Birth	and	
Motherhood	(Doula)	service	and	Overcome	Overwhelm	and	
Guilt.	Canberra	City	Band	was	once	again	represented	by	
Stephen	Hallyburton	and	future	opportunities	to	hear	the	
band	in	Watson	are	planned.	Denis	O’Brien	from	the	North	
Canberra	Community	Council	outlined	a	City	and	Gateway	
Draft	Urban	Design	Framework	presentation	recently	
delivered	by	ACT	government	officials.	Leonie	Watts	spoke	
about	Youth	With	A	Mission	and	the	ways	it	links	with	our	
community	(such	as	the	weekly	food	pantry).	A	
representative	from	Watson	Poets	brought	their	recently	
launched	book	and	the	WCA	Inc.	was	represented	by	Liz	
Grace	and	other	committee	members.	

Six	newcomers	attended	including	a	couple	who	moved	here	
from	overseas,	a	young	family	and	a	number	of	single	people.	
Some	said	they	appreciated	the	information	available	on	the	
contact	lists.	If	anyone	would	like	a	copy	of	this	information	
please	email	me	at	conroymail@homemail.com.au	and	I	will	
email	them	to	you.	We	are	also	considering	uploading	the	
lists	to	the	new	WCA	Inc.	website	at	watson.org.au.	

Pleasingly,	friendly	locals	also	made	the	effort	to	attend	to	
welcome	our	new	neighbours	and	share	their	knowledge	of	
Watson.	

The	next	Welcome	to	Watson	event	will	be	held	on	Sunday,	
20	May	at	3:00	PM.	Further	details	are	available	on	Page	9.	

Aileen	Conroy,	Event	Organiser	
	

Welcome	to	Watson:	newcomers	welcomed	

Email:	watsoncommunityassociation666@gmail.com	
Web:	www.watson.org.au	and	www.facebook.com/WCA1inc/	

 



Message	from	the	Chair	

Hello	Watson	residents,	this	is	my	first	message	to	you	as	the	new	Chair	of	the	WCA	Inc.	and	
firstly	a	BIG	thank	you	to	Liz	Grace	who	has	been	so	capable	and	committed	in	this	position	
for	the	last	four	years.	Big	shoes	to	fill,	but	thankfully	Liz	and	several	others	remain	
Committee	members,	all	with	different	passions,	interests,	and	contributions	to	make.	

No	doubt	we	all	have	some	kind	of	interest	in	promoting	the	beauty	and	functionality	of	our	
suburb	and	the	wellbeing	of	its	residents.	Healthy	neighbourhoods	contain	elements	that	
we	all	enjoy	but	can	often	take	for	granted	–	like	the	right	balance	between	development,	
with	its	conveniences	and	amenities,	and	open	space	and	bushland	for	rest,	recreation	and	
a	healthy	biodiversity,	and	roads,	schools,	pathways	and	other	services	and	amenities	that	
can	keep	pace	with	a	growing	population	(as	Watson	still	is	–	almost	500	homes	to	be	built	
across	three	separate	developments	in	North	Watson).	Let’s	stay	engaged,	or	become	
engaged,	with	the	processes	that	help	to	improve	and	protect	our	lovely	neighbourhood	
here.	Here	are	some	ways	to	do	that:	

• Visit	yoursay.act.gov.au	(at	time	of	writing	there	were	5	projects	relevant	to	the	inner	
north	open	for	community	consultation).	You	can	also	register	for	their	e-newsletter	
and	be	“the	first	to	know	when	the	conversations	that	shape	Canberra	start”.	

• Stay	in	touch	with	issues	impacting	on	Watson	through	the	Association’s	new	website	
and	Facebook	page	(details	on	the	cover).		

• Explore	“Fix	My	Street”	via	accesscanberra.act.gov.au/app/services/fixmystreet	–	type	
in	“Watson”	to	see	what	others	have	reported	and	make	a	submission	of	your	own.		

• Go	to	planning.act.gov.au	for	a	wealth	of	information	including	the	opportunity	to	
view	and	comment	on	local	development	applications.	

By	the	time	you	read	this,	the	weather	will	no	doubt	be	considerably	cooler.	Not	being	a	
great	lover	of	winter,	I	rather	like	this	quote	by	Hal	Borland:	

“No	winter	lasts	forever;	no	spring	skips	its	turn”.	

Rug	up,	and	see	you	again	in	the	Spring	edition.			
Leonie	Watts,	Chair	-	Watson	Community	Association	Inc.	

May	2018	
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The	next	WCA	Inc.	quarterly	
meeting	is	scheduled	for	

Monday,	23	July	at	7:30	PM	at	
the	Hall	in	the	Fair	on	
Tay	Street,	Watson.	

All	welcome.	

	

The	Watson	Community	Association	Inc.	(WCA	Inc.)	aims	
to	promote,	protect	and	enhance	the	social,	cultural	and	
physical	environment	of	the	community	of	Watson,	and	
the	welfare,	community	spirit	and	quality	of	life	of	its	
residents.	
It	also	aims	to	inform	the	community	about	issues	
concerning	Watson.	One	way	the	WCA	Inc.	does	this	is	
through	the	quarterly	production	and	distribution	of	the	
Watzon	–	a	community	newsletter.	

Watson	Community	Association	Inc.	



02 6254 5678 
  

Local	services	
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WATSON 
 
 

x EFTPOS is available - no 
minimum expenditure 
required 

 

x Free home delivery 
services 

 
Come in & experience the  

service for yourself. 
 

Phone:  02 6255 6800 
 

Express  

Meg’s 
 

Is a community toy library. 
Run as a non profit venture 

with the support of  
St Margaret’s Church 

 

Call—02 6248 7467 
(during opening hours only) 

 

Wed 10am—12pm 
Sat 2pm—4pm 

 

 Drop by and join 

     Yoga and Meditation 
    Beginner’s Class in Watson 

          (75 min Yoga followed by 15 min meditation) 
 

Beginner’s class brings tradition of thousands of years 
aiming at holistic experience and it is a very powerful tool 

to improve your well-being, increase physical and 
emotional health, and bring joy to your life.  

 

Casual class - $20, 5-class Pass- $80, 10-class Pass-
$150 

Please call Sergei 0435350384 or write 
sergei@cityretreat.com.au 

Canberra Music 
Education School 
Piano,	Flute	and	Singing	Teacher	

Kelly	Sturgiss	
Kelly	is	a	piano,	singing	and	flute	teacher	with	
over	10	years	of	teaching	and	performance	
experience.	Kelly	has	a	diploma	in	music	and	
also	holds	a	Bachelor	of	Fine	Art,	in	which	she	
has	included	music	and	sound	into	her	work.	
Kelly	teaches	all	styles,	levels	and	ages.	

Lessons	are	$35	per	½	hour	
For	enquiries,	contact	Diane	on	0414	788	380	
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Academy of Interactive Entertainment 

 
Canberra Technology Park 
Block E, 49 Phillip Avenue 

Watson ACT 2602 

P: +61 2 6162 5131 
E: canberra@aie.edu.au 
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Watson	Pharmacy	
*For	friendly,	efficient	Customer	Service	

*QCPP	accredited	
*	Leave/medical	certificates	

*Seniors’	discounts	
*	We	can	price	match	

*Free	script	pick-up	and	delivery	
*Stop	smoking	classes	
*Blood	pressure	checks	

*Hard	to	park?	You	can	hand	in	your	
scripts	by	ringing	us	on:	
Landline:	6241	1506	
Mob:	0422	668	293	
Pharmacy	hours:	

Mon	to	Fri	9:00am–6:00pm	
Sat:	9:00am-01:00pm	
Licensed	Post	Office	

*Postal	Services	
*Gifts	

*Cards	for	all	occasions	
*Passport	photos	
Post	Office	hours:	

Mon	to	Fri	9:00am–5:30pm	

Local	services	

Important	Contact	Details	

Police,	Fire,	Ambulance	-	000	(24hrs)	
Police	Attendance	-	13	1444	(24hrs)	
Storms	and	Floods	-	13	2500	(24hrs)	
Crime	Stoppers	-	1800	333	000	(8am	-	9pm)	
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E-Waste	and	Microfactories	
Listening	to	the	ABC	Science	Show	recently,	I	was	intrigued	by	Robin	Williams'	interview	with	
Veena	Sahajwalla,	professor	of	engineering	at	the	University	of	NSW	(UNSW),	and	decided	to	
follow	up	using	the	Internet.	

Professor	Sahajwalla	believes	that	'mining	our	waste	stockpiles	makes	sense	for	the	economy	
and	the	environment'.	Her	invention	to	recycle	car	tyres	into	useable	steel	has	already	saved	
more	than	2	million	tyres	from	landfill.	Now	her	attention	has	turned	to	e-waste.	

There	are	more	than	25	million	unused	mobile	phones	lying	around	in	Australian	homes	and	
offices.	UNSW's	Centre	for	Sustainable	Materials	Research	and	Technology	(SmaRT	centre)	
estimates	that	a	tonne	of	mobile	phones	–	approximately	6,000	handsets	–	contains:	130	kgs	of	
copper;	3.5	kgs	of	silver;	340	gms	of	gold;	and	140	gms	of	palladium.	This	represents	tens	of	
thousands	of	dollars’	worth	of	metal	alloy.	This	can	be	recovered.	

The	UNSW's	SmaRT	Centre	has	developed	an	e-waste	microfactory	which	can	transform	the	
components	from	electronic	waste	into	valuable	materials	for	re-use.	

Technologies	are	also	being	developed	that	can	convert	automotive	waste	into	metal	alloys,	
integrate	agricultural	waste	into	ferrous	processing	and	use	waste	plastic	to	make	green	
ceramics.	Green-friendly	microfactories	have	the	potential	to	reduce	landfill,	create	new	jobs	
and	boost	Australia's	manufacturing	sector.	They	can	operate	on	sites	as	small	as	50	sq	metres	
and	can	be	located	close	to	waste	stockpiles.	These	factories	are	not	intended	to	turn	plastics	
into	plastics	or	glass	into	glass,	but	to	transform	waste	into	something	completely	different:	
valuable	commodities	that	can	be	used	in	industry.	

Microfactories	give	us	the	chance	to	reconsider	what	we	recycle,	how	we	do	it	and	what	we	do	
with	it.	

MobileMuster	estimates	more	than	95%	of	materials	in	mobile	phones	can	be	recovered	and	
returned	to	the	supply	chain.	

You	can	drop	off	your	old	mobile	phones	at	Mobile	Muster	drop	off	points	at	all	the	major	
mobile	phone	retailers.	All	makes	and	models	of	mobile	phones,	all	mobile	phone	batteries,	all	
mobile	chargers	and	accessories,	all	mobile	wireless	internet	devices	and	all	smart	watches	are	
accepted.	

All	of	the	foregoing	information	was	found	on	the	internet	and	is	available	at	
www.smart.unsw.edu.au	and	www.mobilemuster.com.au.	

Liz	Grace	



Planning	update	
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Development	applications	

There	were	two	recently	advertised	development	applications	posted	around	the	suburb.		

• The	first	related	to	signage	for	the	new	Carotel	site.	

• The	second	was	a	lease	variation	to	consolidate	three	blocks	subdivided	from	the	former	
Block	9	Section	64	site.	These	were	three	separate	blocks	of	land	which	were	purchased	by	
a	JWLand	entity	from	a	Morris	Group	entity.	The	JWLand	site	will	house	88	dwellings	and	
the	Morris	Group	site	will	house	21	dwellings.		

The	former	Carotel	site	between	Aspinall	Street	and	Antill	Street,	which	adjoins	the	JWLand	site,	
has	been	levelled.	The	future	location	of	the	main	roads	is	visible	between	the	mountains	of	dirt.	
This	site	will	house	180	dwellings.		

Future	use	of	the	old	Watson	High	School	site	

Elton	Consulting	on	behalf	of	the	ACT	government	held	a	picnic	and	open	day	on	4	March	2018	
at	the	old	Watson	High	School	site	to	engage	residents	on	their	vision	for	the	future	when	the	
site	is	open	for	tender	as	an	educational	and	community	precinct.		

The	WCA	Inc.	provided	written	comments	in	the	form	of	a	submission.	Our	submission	was	
entirely	based	on	the	responses	you	provided	to	the	Watson	Community	Survey	in	May	2017.	
We	thank	all	those	residents	who	provided	responses.	

The	public	comment	period	for	the	old	Watson	High	School	site	closed	on	16	March	2018.	The	
results	will	be	collated	by	Elton	Consulting	and	their	report	will	be	provided	to	the	ACT	
government.		

City	and	Gateway	Draft	Urban	Design	Framework	

Representatives	of	the	National	Capital	Authority	(NCA)	were	present	at	the	old	Watson	High	
School	site	on	4	March	2018	to	advertise	consultation	on	the	City	and	Gateway	Draft	Urban	
Design	Framework	(the	Framework).	The	Framework	will	help	guide	future	development	and	
urban	renewal	initiatives	along	the	Northbourne	Avenue	corridor	into	the	city	centre.	

Consultation	on	the	Framework	closed	on	27	April	2018.	The	WCA	Inc.	provided	written	
comments	in	the	form	of	a	submission	–	again	drawing	on	responses	to	the	Watson	Community	
Survey.	

Master	Plan	

At	the	time	of	production	of	this	edition,	meetings	were	being	held	with	the	ACT	government’s	
Environment,	Planning	and	Sustainable	Development	Directorate	-	Planning.	The	outcomes	of	
these	meetings	and	any	subsequent	action	will	be	reported	in	the	next	edition	of	the	Watzon.	

Richard	Larson	



Recipe	
This	recipe	is	courtesy	of	John	Dicerbo	and	is	
verbatim	from	the	November	2014	“Capital	
Region	Farmers	Market	Recipe	Book”	
published	by	the	Rotary	Club	of	Hall	to	
celebrate	10	years	of	operation	of	the	
Capital	Region	Farmers	Market	held	at	EPIC.		

The	market	is	now	a	dearly	loved	and	well	
patronised	feature	of	Saturday	mornings	for	
many.	The	Dicerbo	family	is	one	of	the	few	
'out	of	region'	producers	but	meet	the	strict	
criteria	of	the	market's	code.	This	is	a	timely	
recipe	with	lots	of	ripe	pumpkins	on	hand.	

Pumpkin	Soup	
1	pumpkin,	chopped	
1	sweet	potato,	chopped	
1	leek,	sliced	
1	green	apple,	chopped	
2-3	chicken	stock	cubes	
2	teaspoons	curry	powder	
2	tablespoons	peanut	butter	(optional)	
Water	to	cover	

Put	pumpkin,	sweet	potato,	apple	and	leek	
into	a	large	saucepan.	Cover	with	water	(2	
cm	above	pumpkin).	Add	stock	cubes	and	
curry	powder.	

Bring	to	the	boil	then	simmer	until	pumpkin	
and	potato	are	soft	(about	20	minutes).		

Blend	until	smooth.	A	little	water	can	be	
added	if	the	soup	is	too	thick.	Lastly	add	
peanut	butter	and	quickly	blend.	

Serve	with	crusty	toast,	sour	cream	and	
chopped	chives.	

 
Chaos, overwhelm and clutter in your home, 

your office, your life? 

I can bring calm, order & space back to your 
day & mind. 

Call Virginia Wells – 0422 490 131 

E: virginia@getwellsorted.com.au 

W: www.getwellsorted.com.au 

FB:	www.facebook.com/getwellsorted	
 

Local	services	
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Belly dance classes 
Ainslie Arts Centre 
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Belly dance classes 
Ainslie Arts Centre 

 

ANDREW MCREYNOLDS PLUMBING 
F O R  A L L  Y O U R  

P L U M B I N G  S O L U T I O N S

E: andrew.mcreynolds1@gmail.com



 

 
The Knox motto is ‘Made in Watson’ which 
means we use local and seasonal produce! 
A chilled café where you can sit back and 
relax with family and friends but still enjoy 

amazing food and drinks. 
Keen an eye out for our new menu and 

exciting weekly specials! 
Opening hours: 

Brekky and lunch 7 days a week 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday-Sunday 7:30 am to 4:00 pm 
 

Local	services	
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Watson’s High Fliers 
Our precious native birds  
 
The Regent Honeyeater 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canberra is Australia’s  
‘Bush Capital’ and Watson has 
much interesting birdlife in the 
urban, peri-urban  
environments and the Mt Majura 
Nature Reserve. A survey by Can-
berra Ornithologists Group (COG) 
in the 1990’s originally identified 
more than 80 woodland birds in 
the area now know as Justice Rob-
ert Hope Park. Many or these 
woodland birds were Identified  as 
vulnerable or declining species, 
and one, the Regent Honeyeater 
(shown above) is sadly, on its way 
out. During the 1990s, birdwatch-
ers keenly observed a breeding 
colony of four pairs of Regent 
Honeyeaters in North Watson.  
Other birds on the watch list are the 
Superb Parrot, the Hooded Robin, 
and the Swift Parrot.  
  

The WCA has for many years worked 
to protect the local habitats of our 
native birds, protecting it from ex-
otic birds that compete for food and 
nesting sites. If you would like to 
make these iconic birds welcome in 
Watson, please think carefully about 
what you plant in your gardens, and 
make sure that you know where 
your cat is—all the time! By showing 
care for our non-human residents, 
you can make Watson an even 
better place to live for human resi-
dents too.  
We intend to  introduce many 
other birds in this regular series 
of bird profiles in the newsletter. 
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WATSON 
 
 

x EFTPOS is available - no 
minimum expenditure 
required 

 

x Free home delivery 
services 

 
Come in & experience the  

service for yourself. 
 

Phone:  02 6255 6800 
 

Express  

Meg’s 
 

Is a community toy library. 
Run as a non profit venture 

with the support of  
St Margaret’s Church 

 

Call—02 6248 7467 
(during opening hours only) 

 

Wed 10am—12pm 
Sat 2pm—4pm 

 

 Drop by and join 

     Yoga and Meditation 
    Beginner’s Class in Watson 

          (75 min Yoga followed by 15 min meditation) 
 

Beginner’s class brings tradition of thousands of years 
aiming at holistic experience and it is a very powerful tool 

to improve your well-being, increase physical and 
emotional health, and bring joy to your life.  

 

Casual class - $20, 5-class Pass- $80, 10-class Pass-
$150 

Please call Sergei 0435350384 or write 
sergei@cityretreat.com.au 

5	

Local	services	 
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x Breastfeeding Counselor (s) on hand 

to answer your questions.  
x All mums, dads, children and mums-

to-be welcome, and you don’t need 
to be a member   

If you have a question about 
breastfeeding please call our  

free  
National Breastfeeding Helpline:  

1800 686 268 or visit  
www.breastfeeding.asn.au  

to check venues:  
abanorthcanberra@hotmail.com 

Australian 
Breastfeeding 
Association  
North Canberra 

Help your child become a reader  
 
 
 
 
 

Professional Reading Assessments 
Julie Watson 

299 Antill Street Watson ACT 2602 
02 61664652 

cjcwatson@grapevine.com.au 

Canberra Central Combined 
Probus Club 

 
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month, 
10am to Noon at the Ainslie Club.  For more 
information, contact Secretary Ian Bland on 

6241 1117 

 

 
 

 
 

Cedrics Winter Gardening 
Tips for Watson 
 
Hints for your winter garden: 
x Plant pansies, petunias and 

violas for winter colour 
x Remove all plastic tap timers 

to prevent frost damage 
x Disconnect hoses and 

sprinklers and store out of 
frost 

x Remove crossing and broken 
branches from trees and 
shrubs 

x For pruning larger trees 
always use a qualified tree 
surgeon. I recommend B & B 
Tree Surgery (call Ben) 6236 
9864 with over 25 years 
experience 

x Mulch around tender new 
plants to reduce frost damage 

x Use a fine water spray to 
wash frost off leaves before 
the sun hits the plants 

x Move frost tender pot plants 
under cover (i.e. under the 
eaves) 

x Prune wisteria and other 
deciduous shrubs. 

 
Hints for your garden provided by 
Cedric Bryant., our local Watson 
gardening guru.  
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Watson Pharmacy 
 

Pharmacy hours:  
Monday to Friday : 9am–6:00pm 

Saturday: 9am—1pm 
 

Licensed Post Office & Sub-Newsagency 
A selection of affordable gifts & wrapping, 
greeting cards & stationery items available 

  

Post office hours: 
Monday—Friday:  9am—5:30pm 

  

Watson Pharmacy is a Quality Care 
Accredited Pharmacy and a member of 

The Pharmacy Guild of  Australia. We have 
many services on offer: 

 

x Pain management 
x Webster packs 
x Health checks and advice 
x Medication checks 
x NDSS diabetes scheme 
 

Come in and talk to a Pharmacist  
to find out WHAT WE CAN DO TO HELP 

YOU. 
  

Phone: (02) 6241 1506 

Watson  
Woodlands Update 
 
With thanks to Richard Larson 
 
 
 
Well what an autumn it has been, a hot 
and extremely dry March and April. 
Rain finally arrived in May. In April 19 
Indian Myna birds were captured and 
disposed. Mynas and Starlings compete 
with our native birds for resources the 
mature woodland trees provide, 
particularly tree hollows which our 
hollow-nesting birds require in order to 
breed. The  ACT government continues 
to sanction removal of mature 
woodland trees with tree hollows to 
make way for new developments (e.g. 
near Prime TV on Antill Street). 
 
Now hat Justice Robert Hope Park has 
been designated as an environmental 
offset, extensive dialogue between the 
ACT Parks and Conservation Service and 
the Woodlands Working Group has 
commenced. We have two dedicated 
rangers working with us on issues 
including rabbit control, park signage, 
fence removal, weeding and provision 
for new plantings. Recent mapping 
identified 23 rabbit burrows locations 
requiring treatment. The work program 
for the group this winter will be 
planting and weed grubbing.  
 
CAT CONTAINMENT 
The Fair is a designated cat 
containment area. Residents must 
confine pet cats to their premises at all 
times. Cat owners found not complying 
may be issued a penalty of up to $1500. 
Domestic Animal Services (DAS) are 
responsible for cat containment 
compliance and enforcement. If  you 
see a roaming cat in a cat containment 
area contact DAS on 13 22 81.  
Internet information can be found on 
tams.act.gov.au/city_services/pets/cats 

The Knox - Made in Watson 
 

Daniel has been a local of Watson his whole life, 
and brings his expertise to ’The Knox’ - by locals, 
for locals. Offering brunch 7 days a week, family 
afternoon teas, a gourmet lunch menu and, of 

course, great coffee everyday.   
 

Opening Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 7:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Saturday - Sunday: 7:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/

theknoxmadeinwatson/ 

 
The WCA Inc. particularly wishes to thank the 

Australian Catholic University (ACU), 
Signadou Campus in Watson, for printing this 

Newsletter as a community service. 
The Campus has about 1,000 students and is 
conveniently located 5km from Canberra's 

city centre. 
For more information on courses available please 

call them on 02 6209 1100—Mon to Fri 8:00 am – 
5:00 pm or visit www.acu.edu.au. 

 

 

Offering brunch 7 days a week, a gourmet lunch, 
family afternoon teas and, of course, great coffee 

every day 

New extended hours! 
Monday-Thursday 7:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Friday 7:00 am to late 
Saturday 7:30 to late 

Sunday 7:30 am to late 

Come and enjoy live music delicious tapas and 
amazing local beer and wine every Friday and 

Saturday, 5:30 pm to late 

Book large tables online at  
www.theknox.com.au 
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The WCA particularly thanks the 
Australian Catholic University 
(ACU), Signadou Campus in 
Watson, for printing this 
Newsletter as a community 
service.  
The Campus has about 800  
students and is conveniently 
located 5km from Canberra's city 
centre.  
For more information on courses 
available please call them on 02 
6209 1100—Mon to Fri 7:30am - 
8:30pm or visit www.acu.edu.au 
 
 
 

WATSON PLANNING UPDATE 
The development application for Block 
9 Section 64 in Watson between the 
Prime Television and Channel 10 sites 
was approved by the ACT Government 
in early April for 110 residential units. 
The WCA suggested in its submission 
that the number of dwellings should 
be reduced to ensure northerly solar 
access to at least some dwellings. The 
site layout  indicated virtually no 
dwelling would have sufficient north-
facing solar access. All of the sites’ 
longer sides were shown as north-
south. Very few blocks exceeded much 
more that 300 square metres. We 
believe that the final impact of the 
development on portions of the 
Watson Woodland will be significant 
in terms of the increased water runoff 
from the building sites and the roads 
and the removal of mature Yellow-Box 
trees linked to our park. A retention 
basin off Roma Mitchell Street inside 
the park will be affected. 
 
Did you know that there are some 16 
Mr Fluffy asbestos-affected homes in 
Watson? It is possible that the first re-
build of a Mr Fluffy home is about to 
take place under the new rules which 
allow second dwellings and for 
subdivision. Our hearts go out to those 
who are affected  and will be forced to 
leave their homes and possibly our 
suburb for good.  

FTE 

 

Notices & Local Services 
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Opening hours for Cherryripe Brasserie 

(located next to the Watson Chemist) 
 

Monday      8am to 2:30pm 
Tuesday:     8am to 2:30pm 
Wednesday  8am to 2:30pm 
Thursday     8am to 2:30pm & 5:30pm-8pm 
Friday          8am to 2:30pm & 5:30pm-8pm 
Saturday      8am to 2:30pm & 5:30pm-8pm 
Sunday        8am to 2:30pm  

 
We have beautiful homemade gluten free 

cakes available 7 days per week 
 

 PRIVATE FUNCTION ROOM UPSTAIRS 
SEATING UP TO 12 PEOPLE 

 
For bookings, please ring  

02 6255 6965 

 Another great recipe reprinted from the 
Capital Region Farmers Market Recipe 

Book.  
 
This very successful market operates 
almost every Saturday morning at EPIC 
throughout the year. This recipe is 
provided courtesy of Owen Pidgeon, 
who started with the Market in 2008 
Loriendale has 120 varieties of apples so 
that customers can tase and purchase 
freshly-picked apples for 7 months of 
the year—from January to July. 
 
 
Roasted Pears and Apples. 
 
x 2 large firm pears (Packhams, 

Josephine of d’Anjou) 
x 2 large apples (Rome Beauty of 

Mutzu) 
x 1 tablespoon of honey 
x 40 grams of butter 
x 2 tablespoons of fresh thyme 
 
Heat oven to 200 C. Pelel, core and 
quarter apples and pears. Melt butter 
and honey together in microwave. 
Gently stir with thyme through apples 
and pears.  
Place on a baking tray and bake for 35 
minutes until cooked and golden. Serve 
with a hot roast meal.  

Shared Bike Path 
At last, people walking and cycling 
have an off-road shared path all the 
way from EPIC to Lake Burley Griffin 
and the Ciity. The last small link has 
just been completed! This 30-40 
metre track goes from the off-road 
path alongside  Downer with the 
crossing at the lights at the  
intersection of the Barton and  
Federal Highways. Crossing here 
takes you to the off-road path  
running alongside Yowani Golf and 
the Bowls Club. We would like to 
thank the ACT government for this 
much awaited link! 
 

Important	Contact	Details	

Police,	Fire,	Ambulance	-	000	(24hrs)	
Police	Attendance	-	13	1444	(24hrs)	
Storms	and	Floods	-	13	2500	(24hrs)	
Crime	Stoppers	-	1800	333	000	(8am	-	9pm)	

 
 

I Feel Great Canberra 
Here to help Watson residents of all ages boost their health and happiness. 

 
We offer: 

x Comprehensive health and fitness assessments  
x Training advice 
x Outdoor and indoor group fitness classes 

 
If gyms aren’t your thing, get in touch! 
 
Contact Alex Maskiell on 0402188603 or 
ifeelgreatcbr@gmail.com 
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Ever	wondered	about	house	prices	in	Watson?	
We’ve	compiled	a	list	of	Watson	sale	prices	for	the	period	1	January	–	31	March	2018	for	you.	

Exchange	
(sold	date)	

Address	 Price	 Type	

15/01/2018	 19	Simpson	Street	 $1,570,000	 House	
27/03/2018	 7	Piddington	Street	 $1,320,000	 House	
14/03/2018	 28	Wade	Street	 $1,100,000	 House	
08/03/2018	 19	Andrews	Street	 $1,081,000	 House	
01/03/2018	 44	Irvine	Street	 $985,000	 House	
27/03/2018	 12	Woolcock	Street	 $860,000	 House	
27/02/2018	 19	Molesworth	Street	 $760,000	 House	
17/03/2018	 135	Knox	Street	 $750,000	 House	
21/02/2018	 14	Windeyer	Street	 $725,000	 House	
28/02/2018	 18	A'Beckett	Street	 $690,000	 House	
14/03/2018	 18	Stow	Place	 $760,000	 Land	
29/03/2018	 96	Aspinall	Street	 $722,500	 Townhouse	
01/01/2018	 69-79	Bettie	McNee	Street	 $720,000	 Townhouse	
09/02/2018	 37/215	Aspinall	Street	 $650,000	 Townhouse	
16/02/2018	 13/19	Aspinall	Street	 $504,000	 Townhouse	
20/02/2018	 4/10	Federal	Highway	 $485,000	 Townhouse	
19/01/2018	 6	Mary	Kitson	Street	 $476,000	 Townhouse	
30/01/2018	 132/215	Aspinall	Street	 $449,000	 Apartment	
26/03/2018	 4/18	Whitmore	Crescent	 $365,000	 Apartment	
16/03/2018	 106/20	Federal	Highway	 $347,500	 Apartment	
27/01/2018	 45/21	Aspinall	Street	 $355,000	 Unit	
12/01/2018	 21/257	Antill	Street	 $254,250	 Unit	
13/03/2018	 29/6	Irvine	Street	 $225,000	 Unit	

	
The	contents	of	this	list	and	other	ACT	house	sale	prices	and	information	are	freely	published	
online.  
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Watson	property	sales	

The	goings	on	in	Watson	(and	nearby)	…	have	you	noticed?	

• For	those	of	you	who	walk,	run	or	cycle	the	Stirling	Avenue	reserve	between	Aspinall	Street	
and	Antill	Street	–	there	is	good	news!	The	informal	dirt	path	in-between	the	row	of	trees	
next	to	the	western	boundary	is	going	to	be	gravelled.	The	mounds	of	gravel	near	Antill	
Street	are	for	the	path.	Trees	in	the	vicinity	of	the	path	had	branches	lopped	in	March.	

• Trees	have	been	planted	along	the	Northbourne	Avenue	as	part	of	the	light	rail	project	–	
including	the	area	north	of	Phillip	Avenue.	

• The	new	Veritas	building	at	the	Australian	Catholic	University	is	complete	–	the	building	was	
officially	opened	and	blessed	on	21	March.	

• Lolo	and	Lola	have	extended	their	open	hours	–	see	www.loloandlola.com.au.	



 

Woodland	Working	Group	report	
The	Woodlands	Working	Group	was	formed	
as	a	sub-group	of	the	WCA	Inc.	to	protect,	
enhance	and	care	for	the	valuable	patch	of	
threatened	native	Yellow	Box/Red	Gum	
Grassy	Woodland	known	as	Justice	Robert	
Hope	Park.	Much	work	has	been	done	to	
decease	the	effects	of	years	of	commercial	
use,	and	increase	indigenous	species	of	flora	
and	fauna	in	the	park.	

The	Working	Group	was	invited	to	a	site	visit	
in	the	park	to	discuss	this	autumn-winter	
shrub	and	forb	planting	schedule	on	
21	March	2018.	We	provided	input	to	the	
ACT	Government	offset	managers	based	on	
our	past	experience.	The	Working	Group	is	
almost	exclusively	occupied	with	targeted	
weed	control	and	small-scale	groundcover	
restoration	projects. 

The	ACT	Government	has	been	very	effective	
in	controlling	rabbits,	mid-story	and	
groundcover	planting,	and	weed	control	
programs.	This	has	greatly	accelerated	the	
work	that	the	Working	Group	could	have	done	
on	its	own.	 
 
In	regard	to	a	formalised	path	or	paths	in	the	
Justice	Robert	Hope	Park,	a	decision	on	the	
route	and	form	has	not	yet	been	made.	The	
Working	Group	has	provided	comment	on	a	
draft.	If	you	are	interested	in	the	path,	please	
get	in	touch	with	our	Woodlands	Coordinator,	
Richard	Larson.		

Richard	Larson	
	

Hints	for	your	winter	(June-August)	garden	–	with	Cedric	Bryant	

As	I	write	this	in	early	April,	it	seems	our	Indian	Summer	is	going	on	forever.	Every	day	seems	to	
bring	29c	during	the	day	and	10c	overnight.	This	can	lead	to	a	sense	of	false	security.	It	may	
have	changed	dramatically	by	the	time	you	read	this.	So,	some	important	reminders	for	winter:	

• Do	not	plant	citrus	trees	at	this	time,	wait	until	late	spring.	
• For	young	citrus	trees	already	planted	place	four	long	tomato	stakes	to	support	a	cover	of	

90%	shade	cloth.	
• With	citrus	or	any	other	frost	sensitive	plants	in	pots	move	under	shelter	in	the	carport	or	

under	evergreen	trees.	Small	pots	can	be	placed	under	the	eaves	of	the	house.	
• Plant	polyanthus,	primulas,	violas	and	pansies.	They	usually	take	6-8	weeks	to	fully	flower.		

Feed	fortnightly	with	Maxicrop	Seaweed	Plant	Nutrient.	
• Winter	time	is	Camellia	sasanqua	time	providing	an	extended	flowering	period	and	nectar	

for	the	honey	eaters	-	C.	s.	“Hiryu”	is	perfect	for	a	hedge	plant.	
• Winter	is	time	to	plant	all	deciduous	ornamental	and	fruit	trees.	If	a	stake	if	required	put	

this	in	first	and	dig	a	square	hole	rather	than	a	round	hole,	this	stops	circling	roots. 
• When	planting	a	hedge,	always	dig	a	trench	rather	than	individual	holes.	Roots	will	then	

spread	quicker	and	stronger.	
• It	is	easier	to	prune	deciduous	trees	with	no	leaves.	For	trees	near	power	lines	you	must	

use	an	ActewAGL	accredited	qualified	tree	surgeon.	I	use,	and	recommend,	Brett	O’Brien	
Tree	Services	on	telephone	0402	555	828.	

• Disconnect	hoses,	sprinklers	and	tap	timers	and	store	out	of	frost.	

Follow	my	weekly	garden	hints	in	the	CityNews	 6	
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Poem	
The	WCA	Inc.	are	pleased	to	be	able	to	bring	you	a	poem	by	the	Watson	Poets.	

	
Balanced	
on	the	elbow	
of	Flemington	road	
Watson	hides	
wondering	
under	its	green	canopy	
its	pulse	best	taken	
in	a	Knox	corner	
or	among	friends	
at	the	folk	festival.	

	

Majura's	Pulse	
'There	it	is,	our	mountain'	
she	says	to	me	as	we	cruise	down	
Ginninderra	drive	
towards	NextGen	
and	take	the	short	cut	
to	Northbourne	Avenue.	
We	speak	affectionately	
of	the	workers	
who	dig	with	care	
into	our	
light	rail	
future.	
	

YWAM	Garden	
An	organic	vegetable	garden	has	been	developing	at	the	back	of	the	Youth	With	a	Mission	
(YWAM)	property	on	the	corner	of	Aspinall	and	Zelling	Streets.	YWAM	is	a	not	for	profit	
organisation	which	facilitates	the	garden	as	part	of	carrying	out	its	mission.		

The	purpose	in	establishing	the	garden	is	three-fold:	

1. To	grow	food	to	feed	our	YWAM	community	

2. To	experiment	with	various	growing	methods	and	types	of	produce	to	enhance	community	
development	projects	we	may	partner	with,	both	in	Australia	and	overseas.	

3. To	connect	with	our	neighbours	so	they	can	use	some	land	to	grow	their	produce	and	
together	we	can	glean	from	each	other’s	knowledge	and	experience.	

Currently	five	Watson	residents	have	a	garden	plot.	A	small	annual	fee	is	charged	as	well	as	a	fee	
per	square	metre.	This	covers	the	cost	of	water	and	any	equipment	needs	(purchase	or	repair).		

If	you	are	interested	in	finding	out	more	about	the	garden	or	coming	to	have	a	look	and	a	chat,	
please	email	garden@ywamcanberra.org	or	call	Steve	on	0418	208	795.	
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The	WCA	Inc.	Annual	General	Meeting	was	held	on	Thursday,	22	March	2018	at	the	Community	
Hall	in	North	Watson.	The	various	working	groups	reported	on	activities	for	the	year.	Around	20	
members	of	the	WCA	Inc.	were	there	to	elect	a	new	Committee	and	hear	the	latest	news	on	the	
Woodlands	and	planning	and	development	issues.	We	also	provided	an	update	on	the	WCA	Inc.	
finances	and	our	Facebook	page	and	new	website	

The	WCA	Inc.	has	had	a	busy	year,	with	this	time	of	high	activity	ending	with	stable	finances	and	
a	healthy	bank	balance.	Many	wonderful	people	have	volunteered	their	time	and	expertise.	

In	brief:		

• The	Watson	Community	Survey	conducted	by	the	WCA	Inc.	last	year	provided	an	overall	
vision	of	our	suburb,	from	you,	the	residents.	The	most	consistent	desire	was	to	have	a	
green	and	welcoming	community	to	be	continued	into	the	future.	The	state	of	the	former	
petrol	station	site	next	to	the	Watson	shops	was	a	common	concern,	and	after	new	
concerns	were	raised	by	residents,	the	meeting	resolved	that	the	WCA	Inc.	would	write	to	
the	lessee	of	the	site.		

• Planning	issues	remain	a	major	concern,	and	we	have	had	considerable	correspondence	
with	the	ACT	government	to	make	a	case	for	a	development	plan	for	Watson.	We	also	
submitted	a	precis	of	the	results	of	the	Watson	Community	Survey.	Issues	which	have	been	
raised	by	the	WCA	Inc.	for	specific	consideration	included	parking,	safety	and	traffic	
concerns,	tree	destruction,	as	well	as	appropriate	tree	and	shrub	lists	for	new	residential	
developments.	The	Planning	Department	overrode	concerns	about	removal	of	significant	
trees,	a	decision	which	we	are	concerned	sets	a	precedent	for	other	areas	of	north	Watson.		
Significant	initiatives	arising	over	the	2018	period	which	the	WCA	Inc.	responded	to	
included:	

- An	ACT	government-initiated	survey	for	the	community	to	share	its	thoughts	about	
the	future	use	of	Canberra	Technology	Park	-	submissions	closed	on	16	March	2018.		

- Approval	for	construction	of	residential	development	on	the	former	Carotel	Motel	and	
tourist	accommodation	site	in	north	Watson.		

- Approvals	for	construction	of	residential	development	on	the	former	Block	9	Section	
64	site	in	north	Watson	(behind	Prime	TV).		

- Approval	for	construction	of	residential	development	on	Block	17	Section	64	in	north	
Watson.	This	was	subdivided	from	Block	9	Section	64.		

- Approval	for	construction	of	residential	development	on	the	Channel	10	Austerio	
television	site	in	north	Watson.	

	

Continued	overleaf	…	
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WCA	Inc.	Annual	General	Meeting	(continued)	
• The	‘Welcome	to	Watson’	initiative	commenced	in	December	2017	and	was	a	great	way	for	

people	to	meet	and	chat.	This	was	a	lovely	initiative	led	by	a	long-time	local	resident.	 

• The	WCA	Inc.	are	pleased	to	have	a	volunteer	represent	Watson	residents	at	management	
meetings	during	Summernats.	Particular	concerns	remain	about	noxious	fumes	from	the	
event	which	affect	local	residents.	The	WCA	Inc.	will	raise	these	concerns	for	next	year’s	
event.	Parking,	traffic,	fireworks,	noise	and	leftover	rubbish	are	also	issues.	Complaints	
about	EPIC	events	should	be	directed	to	the	ACT	government	via	Access	Canberra	Connect	
in	the	first	instance.	

• A	unique	feature	of	Watson	is	the	Watson	Woodland	(Justice	Robert	Hope	Park)	where	we	
can	see	kangaroos	and	other	native	fauna,	birds	of	all	kinds	and	lovely	native	flora.	After	
the	WCA	Inc.	saved	it	from	being	bulldozed	during	the	1990s,	the	Association	has	been	the	
guiding	hand	for	this	beautiful	amenity	for	more	than	decade.	Management	is	now	in	the	
hands	of	ACT	Parks	and	Recreation.	So	far,	the	reserve	is	being	well	managed	by	the	ACT	
government	offsets	team	and	the	contractors	they	employ.	There	has	been	no	progress	on	
Park	Signage.	The	Woodlands	volunteers	spent	time	watering,	weeding,	planting	and	
erosion	control	-		and	ran	community	walks	in	July	and	September	2017.	A	special	project	
underway	aims	to	plant	Kangaroo	Grass.	Lots	of	hard	work	has	gone	into	the	Woodlands	by	
many	people,	including	volunteers	from	other	suburbs.		

• The	familiar	blue	Watzon	will	continue	to	appear	in	your	letter	boxes,	due	to	the	terrific	
efforts	of	our	editor	and	delivery	team	-	we	continue	to	have	great	feedback	from	Watson	
residents.	In	addition,	the	Watzon	will	now	be	on	our	new	website	and	thanks	to	
committed	volunteers,	will	be	linked	to	the	WCA	Inc.	Facebook	page.		

	 Development	applications	open	
for	comment	…	
The	Environment,	Planning	and	Sustainable	
Development	Directorate	–	Planning	(EPSDD)	
receives	development	applications	in	the	
ACT.	Development	applications	can	be	
viewed:	

1. via	the	website	at	
www.planning.act.gov.au	

2. in	person	at	the	Customer	Service	
Centre	at	16	Challis	Street,	Dickson	

3. by	downloading	the	‘DA	Finder’	app	
(free)	on	the	Google	Play	store	and	
the	iTunes	store.	

Check	smoke	alarms	
ACT	Fire	and	Rescue	and	the	ACT	
government	are	urging	ACT	residents	to	
check	their	smoke	alarms	–	because	only	
working	smoke	alarms	save	lives.	They	also	
give	firefighters	more	time	to	get	to	your	
home	and	minimise	the	damage	to	property.	

ACT	Fire	and	Rescue	suggest	that	residents	
upgrade	to	interconnected,	photoelectric	
smoke	alarms	that	are	less	than	10	years	old,	
and	also	to	have	a	Home	Fire	Escape	Plan.	

For	more	information,	visit	
www.esa.act.gov.au.	



 

 
 

	
	WELCOME	TO	WATSON	
	

Please		
Join	Us	

The	Watson	Community	Association	Inc.	invites	
newcomers	to	Watson	to	a	casual,	free	event!	

	

Friendly	locals	are	also	invited	to		
welcome	our	new	neighbours	

	

	Sun	20	May	at	3:00-4:30	pm		
The	Knox	Cafe,	Watson	Village	

Shops	

	Local	groups,	organisations,	businesses,	
sporting	&	hobby	clubs	have	been	

invited		

	
More	information:	

watsoncommunityassociation666@gmail.com	
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