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Watson’s High Fliers 
Our precious native birds  
 
The Regent Honeyeater 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canberra is Australia’s  
‘Bush Capital’ and Watson has 
much interesting birdlife in the 
urban, peri-urban  
environments and the Mt Majura 
Nature Reserve. A survey by Can-
berra Ornithologists Group (COG) 
in the 1990’s originally identified 
more than 80 woodland birds in 
the area now know as Justice Rob-
ert Hope Park. Many or these 
woodland birds were Identified  as 
vulnerable or declining species, 
and one, the Regent Honeyeater 
(shown above) is sadly, on its way 
out. During the 1990s, birdwatch-
ers keenly observed a breeding 
colony of four pairs of Regent 
Honeyeaters in North Watson.  
Other birds on the watch list are the 
Superb Parrot, the Hooded Robin, 
and the Swift Parrot.  
  

The WCA has for many years worked 
to protect the local habitats of our 
native birds, protecting it from ex-
otic birds that compete for food and 
nesting sites. If you would like to 
make these iconic birds welcome in 
Watson, please think carefully about 
what you plant in your gardens, and 
make sure that you know where 
your cat is—all the time! By showing 
care for our non-human residents, 
you can make Watson an even 
better place to live for human resi-
dents too.  
We intend to  introduce many 
other birds in this regular series 
of bird profiles in the newsletter. 
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WATSON 
 
 

x EFTPOS is available - no 
minimum expenditure 
required 

 

x Free home delivery 
services 

 
Come in & experience the  

service for yourself. 
 

Phone:  02 6255 6800 
 

Express  

Meg’s 
 

Is a community toy library. 
Run as a non profit venture 

with the support of  
St Margaret’s Church 

 

Call—02 6248 7467 
(during opening hours only) 

 

Wed 10am—12pm 
Sat 2pm—4pm 

 

 Drop by and join 

     Yoga and Meditation 
    Beginner’s Class in Watson 

          (75 min Yoga followed by 15 min meditation) 
 

Beginner’s class brings tradition of thousands of years 
aiming at holistic experience and it is a very powerful tool 

to improve your well-being, increase physical and 
emotional health, and bring joy to your life.  

 

Casual class - $20, 5-class Pass- $80, 10-class Pass-
$150 

Please call Sergei 0435350384 or write 
sergei@cityretreat.com.au 
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A Poem taken from the Watson Poets book 
 
 
 
 
 

The Past - by Denise Burton 
 

If you need me 
I’ll be in the past 

turning the pages of my life 
Searching. 

 
Words will appear 

dancing with delight 
Barbs will shoot 

hitting their mark 
 

Pictures of children 
smiling through the grey 
Blurred into recognition 
by places and friends. 

 
A mother of a new born 

admiring in awe 
At a baby she nurtured 

wondering 
 

The years evoked in 
pictures of grown ups 

once children 
swishing past stagnant 

 
Pages of life 

yellowing crinkling 
around the edges 

Date 
(2016) 

Address Price 

21/01/16 293 Antill St $570,000 
House 

15/02/16 9/25 Aspinall St $510,000 
House 

02/13/16 253 Antill St $461,000 
House 

22/03/16 20/19 Aspinall 
Street 

$447,500 
Town- 
house 

08/03/16 160/395 Antill 
  

$405,000 
Unit 

20/01/16 72 Ian Nicol St $397,500 
House 

09/02/16 46/35 Tay St $357,000 
Apartment 

01/02/16 54/23 Aspinall  $340,000 
Apartment 

17/03/16 41/25 Aspinall $330,000 
Apartment 

29/01/16 27/21 Aspinall $325,000 
Apartment 

15/02/16 44/21 Aspinall  $315,000 
Apartment 

Watson Property Prices guide 
 

Ever wondered about house prices in 
your suburb? We’ve compiled a list of 
Watson sale prices between January 
and March this year for you : 

(The contents of this list, and other ACT house sale prices and 
information, are freely published online. Let the WCA know if you’re 

interested in reading more content like this!) 
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THE WATSON 
Takeaway 

BIG BURGERS - BATTERED BREAM - 
GOURMET PIZZAS - GREAT COFFEE - 
LICENCED VENUE.  

Catering available for office and 
events .  

Trading Hours: 
MONDAY – THURS 8.30AM – 8.30PM 
FRIDAY 8.30AM – 9.30PM 
SATURDAY 8.30AM – 8.30PM 
(CLOSED SUNDAY) 

Phone Order : 02 6241 1517 
Shop 3, 5 Watson Place  

Watson Shops ACT 2602 

Canberra Carotel Motel 
Relatives coming to visit? Friends or 

family coming to Canberra for an 
event? 

The Carotel Motel is an ideal place for 
them to stay. It has a wide variety of 

room styles that offer affordable, 
comfortable and convenient 

accommodation for their stay in 
Canberra.  

 
Check us out online at 

www.carotel.com.au or call us on 
62411377. 

 

The Academy of Interactive 
Entertainment kindly provide room for 
WCA meetings. Why not contact them 

about hiring rooms for your 
organization? 

 

Block E - Canberra 
Technology Park 
49 Phillip Avenue 
Watson ACT 2602 

 
Contact details:  

Phone: +61 2 6162 5131 
Fax : +61 2 6207 3759 

Safety Reminders 
 

When delivering The Watzon the lack of 
locks on mail boxes raises concerns. So 

often boxes are overflowing and addressed 
letters from Banks, Government and 

private senders are hanging out or spilled.  
In these days of identity theft a lock is a 

small investment in security.  
Summer is a time for visitors and also 

young children playing outside.  Take extra 
care! Speed limits in Watson: past schools 

the limit is 40kph during school hours: 
most other streets have a 50kph limit:  
Antill St, Windeyer St, Stirling Avenue, 

Phillip Avenue and Knox St have a 60kph 
limit.  

Parking on nature strips whilst traditionally 
done is, in fact, illegal and often unsightly.  

Whilst the ACT Government rarely 
enforces the regulation, parking and/or 
repair of vehicles on nature strips could 

incur problems should anyone be injured. 
Rubbish left on nature strips is equally 

unattractive and can represent a hazard 
possibly leading to costly legal problems.  
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x Breastfeeding Counselor (s) on hand 

to answer your questions.  
x All mums, dads, children and mums-

to-be welcome, and you don’t need 
to be a member   

If you have a question about 
breastfeeding please call our  

free  
National Breastfeeding Helpline:  

1800 686 268 or visit  
www.breastfeeding.asn.au  

to check venues:  
abanorthcanberra@hotmail.com 

Australian 
Breastfeeding 
Association  
North Canberra 

Help your child become a reader  
 
 
 
 
 

Professional Reading Assessments 
Julie Watson 

299 Antill Street Watson ACT 2602 
02 61664652 

cjcwatson@grapevine.com.au 

Canberra Central Combined 
Probus Club 

 
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month, 
10am to Noon at the Ainslie Club.  For more 
information, contact Secretary Ian Bland on 

6241 1117 

 

 
 

 
 

Cedrics Winter Gardening 
Tips for Watson 
 
Hints for your winter garden: 
x Plant pansies, petunias and 

violas for winter colour 
x Remove all plastic tap timers 

to prevent frost damage 
x Disconnect hoses and 

sprinklers and store out of 
frost 

x Remove crossing and broken 
branches from trees and 
shrubs 

x For pruning larger trees 
always use a qualified tree 
surgeon. I recommend B & B 
Tree Surgery (call Ben) 6236 
9864 with over 25 years 
experience 

x Mulch around tender new 
plants to reduce frost damage 

x Use a fine water spray to 
wash frost off leaves before 
the sun hits the plants 

x Move frost tender pot plants 
under cover (i.e. under the 
eaves) 

x Prune wisteria and other 
deciduous shrubs. 

 
Hints for your garden provided by 
Cedric Bryant., our local Watson 
gardening guru.  
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Watson Pharmacy 
 

Pharmacy hours:  
Monday to Friday : 9am–6:00pm 

Saturday: 9am—1pm 
 

Licensed Post Office & Sub-Newsagency 
A selection of affordable gifts & wrapping, 
greeting cards & stationery items available 

  

Post office hours: 
Monday—Friday:  9am—5:30pm 

  

Watson Pharmacy is a Quality Care 
Accredited Pharmacy and a member of 

The Pharmacy Guild of  Australia. We have 
many services on offer: 

 

x Pain management 
x Webster packs 
x Health checks and advice 
x Medication checks 
x NDSS diabetes scheme 
 

Come in and talk to a Pharmacist  
to find out WHAT WE CAN DO TO HELP 

YOU. 
  

Phone: (02) 6241 1506 

Watson  
Woodlands Update 
 
With thanks to Richard Larson 
 
 
 
Well what an autumn it has been, a hot 
and extremely dry March and April. 
Rain finally arrived in May. In April 19 
Indian Myna birds were captured and 
disposed. Mynas and Starlings compete 
with our native birds for resources the 
mature woodland trees provide, 
particularly tree hollows which our 
hollow-nesting birds require in order to 
breed. The  ACT government continues 
to sanction removal of mature 
woodland trees with tree hollows to 
make way for new developments (e.g. 
near Prime TV on Antill Street). 
 
Now hat Justice Robert Hope Park has 
been designated as an environmental 
offset, extensive dialogue between the 
ACT Parks and Conservation Service and 
the Woodlands Working Group has 
commenced. We have two dedicated 
rangers working with us on issues 
including rabbit control, park signage, 
fence removal, weeding and provision 
for new plantings. Recent mapping 
identified 23 rabbit burrows locations 
requiring treatment. The work program 
for the group this winter will be 
planting and weed grubbing.  
 
CAT CONTAINMENT 
The Fair is a designated cat 
containment area. Residents must 
confine pet cats to their premises at all 
times. Cat owners found not complying 
may be issued a penalty of up to $1500. 
Domestic Animal Services (DAS) are 
responsible for cat containment 
compliance and enforcement. If  you 
see a roaming cat in a cat containment 
area contact DAS on 13 22 81.  
Internet information can be found on 
tams.act.gov.au/city_services/pets/cats 

The Knox - Made in Watson 
 

Daniel has been a local of Watson his whole life, 
and brings his expertise to ’The Knox’ - by locals, 
for locals. Offering brunch 7 days a week, family 
afternoon teas, a gourmet lunch menu and, of 

course, great coffee everyday.   
 

Opening Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 7:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Saturday - Sunday: 7:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/

theknoxmadeinwatson/ 
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Gentle	Exercise	Class	

Uniting	Church	
9:30	–	10:30	am	each	Friday	

Cost	$7.00 

Canberra Central Combined 
Probus Club 

Meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month, 
10:00-12:00 at the Ainslie Club. 
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Contact	us	
Chair	
Liz	Grace	 				 02	6255	7235	
Deputy	Chair	
Richard	Larson	 	02	6241	3024	
Secretary	
Gillian	Helyar	 02	6255	0238	
Treasurer	
Carrie	Wright	 02	6241	1018	
Watson	Woodlands	Convenor	
Richard	Larson	 02	6241	3024	
	

Message	from	the	Chair	

This	issue	contains	a	summary	of	reports	presented	at	the	AGM.	It	was	a	pleasure	to	welcome	a	
few	new	faces	at	the	AGM	but,	in	a	suburb	of	over	2500	residences,	it	is	disappointing	that	more	
residents	do	not	attend	and/or	take	on	committee	positions.	The	same	people	have	taken	on	the	
job	again	but	this	can't	go	on!	We	need	your	help.	Please	give	some	serious	thought	as	to	how	
you	can	contribute.	You	might	like	to	comment	on	the	new	logo,	submit	photos	or	suggestions	
for	the	website,	or	consider	organising	a	community	social	event.		
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Next	quarterly	meeting	

The	next	WCA	Inc.	meeting	is	
scheduled	for	Monday,	

24	July	2017	at	7:30	PM	in	the	
Hall	at	the	Fair,	on	Tay	Street,	

Watson.	

All	welcome.	

	
Visit	the	WCA	Inc.	at	www.watsoncanberra.wordpress.com	

Or	contact	us	via	email	at	
watsoncommunityassociation666@gmail.com	

The	face	of	Watson	is	changing.	Planning	issues	are	a	major	
concern	and	need	to	be	closely	monitored.	Our	contact	with	
the	ACT	Government	has	taken	a	step	forward	in	the	last	
few	weeks	with	the	appointment	of	a	Community	
Engagement	Adviser	to	the	Chief	Minister,	and	a	meeting	
with	the	Deputy-Director	of	the	Environment,	Planning	and	
Sustainable	Directorate.		

Help	us	ensure	local	facilities,	green	space	and	transport	
options	meet	the	needs	of	all	residents.	Please	take	the	
time	to	complete	the	Watson	Community	Survey	(see	
Page	7	for	more	details).			

As	I	write	this	it	is	raining	but	what	a	beautiful	autumn	we	
have	had	so	far!	On	Saturday	morning,	the	shops	were	
buzzing	and	the	coffee	shops	busy.	I	wonder	how	many	
people	were	local	and	how	many	come	from	elsewhere	to	
enjoy	the	lively	atmosphere.	We	are	fortunate	to	have	our	
great	shops	and,	as	always,	we	thank	them	for	their	support.	

Please	think	about	what	you	can	do	to	become	more	
involved	in	this	thriving	community.	More	people	doing	a	
little	would	ease	the	pressure	on	the	few	of	us	who	
sometimes	feel	overwhelmed.																						

Liz	Grace,	Chair	
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Watson	Community	Association	

The	Watson	Community	Association	Inc.	(WCA	Inc.)	aims	to	promote,	protect	and	enhance	the	
social,	cultural	and	physical	environment	of	the	community	of	Watson,	and	the	welfare,	
community	spirit	and	quality	of	life	of	its	residents.	

It	also	aims	to	inform	the	community	about	issues	concerning	Watson.	One	way	the	WCA	Inc.	
does	this	is	through	the	quarterly	production	and	distribution	of	the	Watzon	–	a	community	
newsletter.	

The	Woodlands	Working	Group	was	formed	as	a	sub-group	of	the	WCA	Inc.	to	protect,	enhance	
and	care	for	the	valuable	patch	of	threatened	native	Yellow	Box/Red	Gum	Grassy	Woodland	
known	as	Justice	Robert	Hope	Park.	Much	work	has	been	done	over	the	past	years	to	decrease	
the	effects	of	years	of	commercial	use,	and	increase	the	component	of	indigenous	species	of	flora	
and	fauna	in	the	Park.	 

Woodlands	Working	Group	report	

Autumn	has	been	a	busy	period	for	our	Working	Group.	Throughout	summer	and	early	autumn,	
it	was	necessary	to	water	the	shrubs	planted	in	late	winter	and	spring	2016.		

In	April,	Parks	and	Conservation	employed	contractors	to	dismantle	and	remove	the	perimeter	
fencing	and	old	internal	fencing	in	the	Park.	A	new	ring-lock	perimeter	fence	has	been	erected	
and	new	gates	installed	to	allow	both	kangaroos	and	visitors	to	enter	and	leave	the	Park.		

The	developer	will	have	to	replicate	the	perimeter	fence	after	they	have	completed	preliminary	
earth	works	and	infrastructure	on	the	development	site	north	of	the	Park.	The	work	being	done	
on	the	development	site	has	resulted	in	heavy	silt	pollution	entering	all	three	dams	in	the	
drainage	system	downstream	of	the	development	site,	in	particular	the	retention	basin	inside	
the	Park	adjacent	to	Roma	Mitchell	Crescent.	The	two	dams	in	the	Stirling	Avenue	reserve	have	
also	been	impacted	by	silt	pollution.		

Parks	and	Conservation	have	marked	out	sites	for	approximately	400	shrubs	and	300	forbs	which	
will	be	planted	later	this	autumn	and	winter.	Three	20	x	20	meter	plots	have	been	slashed	for	
Kangaroo	Grass	(Themeda)	trial	plantings	which	will	take	place	late	in	2018	or	early	2019.	
Kangaroo	Grass	was	once	the	predominant	grass	species	in	the	grasslands	and	grassy	woodlands	
of	south-east	Australia.	The	Working	Group	has	previously	been	successful	in	establishing	
patches	of	less	commonly	seen	native	grasses	in	the	Park.		

Are	you	interested	in	the	neighbouring	bushland,	or	want	to	become	involved	with	caring	for	the	
Justice	Robert	Hope	Park?	Contact	Richard	Larson	(Convenor)	on	02	6241	3024.	

On	Sunday,	7	May	2017	from	2-3	PM	the	WCA	Inc.	will	host	a	walk-through	of	the	Justice	
Robert	Hope	Park.	Join	us	to	see	the	progress	of	works	being	undertaken	in	the	Park	by	Parks	

and	Conservation	and	the	Woodlands	Working	Group.	Meet	at	the	Antill	Street	gate.	

All	welcome.	



	  
  

Local	services	
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Watson’s High Fliers 
Our precious native birds  
 
The Regent Honeyeater 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canberra is Australia’s  
‘Bush Capital’ and Watson has 
much interesting birdlife in the 
urban, peri-urban  
environments and the Mt Majura 
Nature Reserve. A survey by Can-
berra Ornithologists Group (COG) 
in the 1990’s originally identified 
more than 80 woodland birds in 
the area now know as Justice Rob-
ert Hope Park. Many or these 
woodland birds were Identified  as 
vulnerable or declining species, 
and one, the Regent Honeyeater 
(shown above) is sadly, on its way 
out. During the 1990s, birdwatch-
ers keenly observed a breeding 
colony of four pairs of Regent 
Honeyeaters in North Watson.  
Other birds on the watch list are the 
Superb Parrot, the Hooded Robin, 
and the Swift Parrot.  
  

The WCA has for many years worked 
to protect the local habitats of our 
native birds, protecting it from ex-
otic birds that compete for food and 
nesting sites. If you would like to 
make these iconic birds welcome in 
Watson, please think carefully about 
what you plant in your gardens, and 
make sure that you know where 
your cat is—all the time! By showing 
care for our non-human residents, 
you can make Watson an even 
better place to live for human resi-
dents too.  
We intend to  introduce many 
other birds in this regular series 
of bird profiles in the newsletter. 
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WATSON 
 
 

x EFTPOS is available - no 
minimum expenditure 
required 

 

x Free home delivery 
services 

 
Come in & experience the  

service for yourself. 
 

Phone:  02 6255 6800 
 

Express  

Meg’s 
 

Is a community toy library. 
Run as a non profit venture 

with the support of  
St Margaret’s Church 

 

Call—02 6248 7467 
(during opening hours only) 

 

Wed 10am—12pm 
Sat 2pm—4pm 

 

 Drop by and join 

     Yoga and Meditation 
    Beginner’s Class in Watson 

          (75 min Yoga followed by 15 min meditation) 
 

Beginner’s class brings tradition of thousands of years 
aiming at holistic experience and it is a very powerful tool 

to improve your well-being, increase physical and 
emotional health, and bring joy to your life.  

 

Casual class - $20, 5-class Pass- $80, 10-class Pass-
$150 

Please call Sergei 0435350384 or write 
sergei@cityretreat.com.au 
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The WCA particularly thanks the 
Australian Catholic University 
(ACU), Signadou Campus in 
Watson, for printing this 
Newsletter as a community 
service.  
The Campus has about 800  
students and is conveniently 
located 5km from Canberra's city 
centre.  
For more information on courses 
available please call them on 02 
6209 1100—Mon to Fri 7:30am - 
8:30pm or visit www.acu.edu.au 
 
 
 

WATSON PLANNING UPDATE 
The development application for Block 
9 Section 64 in Watson between the 
Prime Television and Channel 10 sites 
was approved by the ACT Government 
in early April for 110 residential units. 
The WCA suggested in its submission 
that the number of dwellings should 
be reduced to ensure northerly solar 
access to at least some dwellings. The 
site layout  indicated virtually no 
dwelling would have sufficient north-
facing solar access. All of the sites’ 
longer sides were shown as north-
south. Very few blocks exceeded much 
more that 300 square metres. We 
believe that the final impact of the 
development on portions of the 
Watson Woodland will be significant 
in terms of the increased water runoff 
from the building sites and the roads 
and the removal of mature Yellow-Box 
trees linked to our park. A retention 
basin off Roma Mitchell Street inside 
the park will be affected. 
 
Did you know that there are some 16 
Mr Fluffy asbestos-affected homes in 
Watson? It is possible that the first re-
build of a Mr Fluffy home is about to 
take place under the new rules which 
allow second dwellings and for 
subdivision. Our hearts go out to those 
who are affected  and will be forced to 
leave their homes and possibly our 
suburb for good.  

FTE 

 

Notices & Local Services 
 

 5 

 
 

 
Opening hours for Cherryripe Brasserie 

(located next to the Watson Chemist) 
 

Monday      8am to 2:30pm 
Tuesday:     8am to 2:30pm 
Wednesday  8am to 2:30pm 
Thursday     8am to 2:30pm & 5:30pm-8pm 
Friday          8am to 2:30pm & 5:30pm-8pm 
Saturday      8am to 2:30pm & 5:30pm-8pm 
Sunday        8am to 2:30pm  

 
We have beautiful homemade gluten free 

cakes available 7 days per week 
 

 PRIVATE FUNCTION ROOM UPSTAIRS 
SEATING UP TO 12 PEOPLE 

 
For bookings, please ring  

02 6255 6965 

 Another great recipe reprinted from the 
Capital Region Farmers Market Recipe 

Book.  
 
This very successful market operates 
almost every Saturday morning at EPIC 
throughout the year. This recipe is 
provided courtesy of Owen Pidgeon, 
who started with the Market in 2008 
Loriendale has 120 varieties of apples so 
that customers can tase and purchase 
freshly-picked apples for 7 months of 
the year—from January to July. 
 
 
Roasted Pears and Apples. 
 
x 2 large firm pears (Packhams, 

Josephine of d’Anjou) 
x 2 large apples (Rome Beauty of 

Mutzu) 
x 1 tablespoon of honey 
x 40 grams of butter 
x 2 tablespoons of fresh thyme 
 
Heat oven to 200 C. Pelel, core and 
quarter apples and pears. Melt butter 
and honey together in microwave. 
Gently stir with thyme through apples 
and pears.  
Place on a baking tray and bake for 35 
minutes until cooked and golden. Serve 
with a hot roast meal.  

Shared Bike Path 
At last, people walking and cycling 
have an off-road shared path all the 
way from EPIC to Lake Burley Griffin 
and the Ciity. The last small link has 
just been completed! This 30-40 
metre track goes from the off-road 
path alongside  Downer with the 
crossing at the lights at the  
intersection of the Barton and  
Federal Highways. Crossing here 
takes you to the off-road path  
running alongside Yowani Golf and 
the Bowls Club. We would like to 
thank the ACT government for this 
much awaited link! 
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Canberra	Music	Education	School	

Singing	Teacher	–		
Leilani	Wagner	

	
Canberra	School	of	Music	(ANU)	educated	

singing	teacher	
Teaching	all	styles,	levels	and	all	ages	
Extensive	experience	as	a	performer	

Preparation	for	all	exam	levels	(AMEB,	ABSRM)	
During	her	time	at	the	ANU,	Leilani	received	
the	Christel	Larko	Music	Scholarship	for	her	
outstanding	musical	accomplishments	as	a	

vocalist	
Career	highlights	include	performing	the	
National	Anthem	at	the	ANU	graduation	
ceremonies,	performing	as	a	soloist	at	

Morpeth	jazz	festival	
Please	view	the	following	Youtube	videos	to	

see	Leilani	perform:	
If	I	Aint	Got	You	-	Alicia	Keys	Cover;	Listen	-	

Beyonce	Cover	

$33 per ½ hour lesson 

Phone 0414 788 380 

Or visit www.canberramusicschool.com.au	
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Hints	for	your	winter	garden	–	with	Cedric	Bryant	

Winter	time	is	Camellia	sasanqua	flowering	time,	one	of	my	favourites	being	Camellia	sasanqua	
“Hiryu”.	This	makes	a	superb	hedge	growing	easily	to	3-4	metres.	In	addition,	it	attracts	the	
honey	eaters	for	the	nectar.	

Winter	is	deciduous	tree	planting	time	from	ornamental	blossom	trees	to	fruit	trees.	Keep	in	
mind	overhead	power	lines	and	underground	services	-	gas,	water,	electricity	etc.		Work	on	the	
principle	that	the	width	of	a	tree	in	most	cases	equals	the	height.	Apples,	plums,	pears	and	
cherries	all	require	two	different	varieties	for	the	bees	to	cross	pollinate.	Your	local	garden	
centre	can	advise	you	on	this	aspect.	

Remove	plastic	water	timers	or	the	frost	will	split	them	apart	and	store	hoses	and	sprinklers	
under	cover	overnight	out	of	frost.	Cover	young	citrus	by	forming	a	frame	of	3-4	tomato	stakes	
and	90%	shade	cloth	round	the	sides.		Have	a	loose	cover	over	the	top	and	remove	during	the	
day	before	you	go	to	work.	Remember	to	replace	the	cover	at	night.	Potted	citrus	trees	need	to	
be	moved	under	cover.	

Keep	an	eye	later	in	the	winter	for	the	first	signs	of	flowers	on	fruit	trees,	referred	to	as	bud-
swell	before	the	flowers	open.	This	is	the	time	to	spray	with	organic	Bordeaux	or	Kocide	to	
prevent	fruit	rot	later.	Do	not	spray	once	the	flowers	open	or	it	will	kill	bees	and	upset	
pollination.	

	

Local	services	

 
The Academy of Interactive 

Entertainment has rooms for hire. 

Why not contact them about hiring rooms 
for your organisation? 

 
Canberra Technology Park 

49 Phillip Avenue 
Watson ACT 2602 

Contact details: 
Phone: +61 2 6162 5131 

Fax: +61 2 6207 3759 

Important	Contact	Details	

Police,	Fire,	Ambulance	-	000	(24hrs)	
Police	Attendance	-	13	1444	(24hrs)	
Storms	and	Floods	-	13	2500	(24hrs)	
Crime	Stoppers	-	1800	333	000	(8am	to	9pm)	

Plant	pansies,	violas,	primulas	and	
polyanthus	as	soon	as	possible	for	late	
winter/spring	flowering.	Remember,	it	
takes	about	eight	weeks	from	time	of	
planting	to	full	flowers	providing	plants	
are	watered	and	fed	regularly.	

For	pruning	trees	near	powerlines,	I	
recommend	Brett	O’Brien,	a	qualified	
arborist	approved	by	ActewAGL	on	
0402	555	828.	

 



Watson’s	high	fliers	–	our	precious	native	birds	
We	hope	you	enjoy	learning	about	the	beautiful	birds	that	we	sometimes	see	(and	hear)	in	our	
Watson	gardens	and	neighbouring	bushland.	

Black-Cockatoos	
When	you	see	a	Black-Cockatoo	around	Watson	you	will	most	likely	be	walking	at	Mt	Majura	or	
near	the	Watson	Woodlands,	even	on	Stirling	Reserve.	These	noticeable	and	interesting	
woodland	birds	are	declining	or	endangered	through	loss	of	woodland	habitat.	

Calyptorhynchus	funereus	(Yellow-tailed	Black-Cockatoo)	–	‘Canberra’s	black	cockie’	

The	more	common	Black-Cockatoo	in	our	local	area	is	the	Yellow-tailed	Black-Cockatoo,	which	
can	be	distinguished	by	the	yellow	panels	on	its	long	tail	and	cheek	patches.	Its	body	feathers	
have	yellow	edging.	Typically,	around	55-56	cm	in	size,	these	Black-Cockatoos	live	in	open	
forests,	farms	or	pines.	They	feed	on	acacia	seeds	and	tree	grubs.	Their	call	is	like	a	wailing	‘kee-
ow’	as	the	flock	passes	by.	To	breed	successfully,	these	birds	need	deep	tree	hollows,	usually	
trees	more	than	200	years	old.	

Calyptorhynchus	banksia	(Red-tailed	Black-Cockatoo)	–	‘tourist	sighting’	

Though	the	biggest	of	the	Black-Cockatoos,	at	up	to	63	cm	in	size,	Red-tailed	Black-Cockatoos	are	
rarely	seen	in	this	part	of	Australia.	Their	main	habitat	is	inland	woodlands,	open	shrubland	near	
water,	and	open	forest.	They	mainly	inhabit	northern	and	western	parts	of	Australia.		

Calyptorhynchus	lathami	(Glossy	Black-Cockatoo)	–	‘missing	in	action’	

Typically,	around	48	cm	in	size,	this	Black-Cockatoo	is	an	endangered	species.	These	birds	feed	
quietly	on	the	seed	cones	of	the	casuarina	trees	(river	she-oaks’).	Their	preferred	habitat	is	
shrinking,	including	in	the	ACT.	The	male	looks	similar	to	the	Red-tailed	Black-Cockatoo,	but	has	
less	red	in	its	tail	and	is	browny-black	rather	than	sooty.	Its	crest	is	also	shorter.	The	female	has	
red	bars	on	its	tail	with	some	yellow	edging,	but	yellow	blotches	on	the	head	and	neck.		

  		
	

Images	courtesy	of	birdlife.org.au:	L-R	Yellow-tailed;	Red-tailed;	and	Glossy	Black-Cockatoos.	
Sources:	Ian	Fraser,	Peter	Marsack	&	Peter	Trusler,	A	Bush	Capital	Year	A	Natural	History	of	the	Canberra	Region,	
2011;	Ken	Simpson,	Nicolas	Day	&	Peter	Trusler,	Field	Guide	to	the	Birds	of	Australia,	1996.		
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A	Master	Plan	for	Watson	

• Subsequent	to	WCA’s	most	recent	approach	to	the	ACT	Government	seeking	a	master	
plan	for	the	suburb	as	a	whole,	incorporating	North	Watson,	a	delegation	met	with	the	
Environment,	Planning	and	Sustainable	Development	Directorate	(EPSDD)	on	15	March	
2017.	This	was	a	positive	first	step	to	open	dialogue	-	and	we	have	subsequently	received	
written	assurance	that	we	will	be	able	to	meet	again.	A	master	plan	as	such	may	not	be	
the	outcome,	but	if	we	can	gain	assurance	that	future	developments	will	meet	the	needs	
of	the	suburb,	it	will	serve	the	same	purpose.		

• The	idea	of	a	survey	to	gauge	residents’	opinions	on	the	needs	of	the	suburb	was	
supported	by	the	EPSDD.	To	this	end,	the	WCA	Inc.	is	prioritising	the	development	of	a	
survey,	and	we	will	seek	input	from	as	many	residents	as	possible.	The	survey	is	
available	both	electronically	at	https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R2FMFX9	and	in	
hard	copy.		

Planning	update	

Do you own
Watson’s Wackiest 
Letterbox?

Wackiest Letterbox 1st prize 
A 3 hour yard tidy with 
Complete Cleaning Solutions
Worst Letterbox 1st prize 
A BRAND NEW Letterbox!
Oldest Letterbox 1st prize
A signed plaque to secure its 
status + Hoyts movie tickets!

Do you own Watson’s wackiest letterbox? 
Perhaps it’s the worst, or the oldest?

Submit your entries to
Andrew Grenfell
0424 858 529
andrew.grenfell@ljhooker.com.au

Other	developments	

• The	Carotel	has	sold	housing	blocks,	
but	will	be	operating	as	normal	for	
at	least	some	months.	

• The	new	Canberra	Park	Resort	
providing	group	visitor	
accommodation	on	the	corner	of	
Wells	Station	Road	and	Federal	
Highway	has	an	‘open’	sign,	though	
works	are	continuing.	

• The	development	at	Negus	Crescent	
is	proceeding,	with	the	storm	water	
pipe	installed	at	the	western	end	of	
Justice	Robert	Hope	Park.	There	is	
still	to	be	a	debris	grate	installed,	an	
access	road	for	maintenance	from	
Roma	Mitchell	Crescent	built	and	
new	fencing	on	the	boundary.	
Concerns	regarding	the	run-off	from	
this	site	during	the	21	March	2017	
downpour	have	been	registered	
with	Access	Canberra.	

• The	flood	prone	section	of	pathway	
between	North	Watson	and	
Piddington	Street	has	been	fixed	to	
the	delight	of	the	many	people	who	
use	this	path.	

 

Help	Wanted!	

The	WCA	Inc.	needs	your	help	to	get	as	many	
responses	as	we	can	to	the	Watson	Community	
Survey	-	for	example,	visiting	neighbours,	sitting	

for	a	period	at	the	shops,	etc).	

If	you	can	help,	please	contact	Gillian	via	
telephone	on	02	6255	0238	or	email	at	

watsoncommunityassociation666@gmail.com.	
	

	



Local	services	
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Watson’s High Fliers 
Our precious native birds  
 
The Regent Honeyeater 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canberra is Australia’s  
‘Bush Capital’ and Watson has 
much interesting birdlife in the 
urban, peri-urban  
environments and the Mt Majura 
Nature Reserve. A survey by Can-
berra Ornithologists Group (COG) 
in the 1990’s originally identified 
more than 80 woodland birds in 
the area now know as Justice Rob-
ert Hope Park. Many or these 
woodland birds were Identified  as 
vulnerable or declining species, 
and one, the Regent Honeyeater 
(shown above) is sadly, on its way 
out. During the 1990s, birdwatch-
ers keenly observed a breeding 
colony of four pairs of Regent 
Honeyeaters in North Watson.  
Other birds on the watch list are the 
Superb Parrot, the Hooded Robin, 
and the Swift Parrot.  
  

The WCA has for many years worked 
to protect the local habitats of our 
native birds, protecting it from ex-
otic birds that compete for food and 
nesting sites. If you would like to 
make these iconic birds welcome in 
Watson, please think carefully about 
what you plant in your gardens, and 
make sure that you know where 
your cat is—all the time! By showing 
care for our non-human residents, 
you can make Watson an even 
better place to live for human resi-
dents too.  
We intend to  introduce many 
other birds in this regular series 
of bird profiles in the newsletter. 
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WATSON 
 
 

x EFTPOS is available - no 
minimum expenditure 
required 

 

x Free home delivery 
services 

 
Come in & experience the  

service for yourself. 
 

Phone:  02 6255 6800 
 

Express  

Meg’s 
 

Is a community toy library. 
Run as a non profit venture 

with the support of  
St Margaret’s Church 

 

Call—02 6248 7467 
(during opening hours only) 

 

Wed 10am—12pm 
Sat 2pm—4pm 

 

 Drop by and join 

     Yoga and Meditation 
    Beginner’s Class in Watson 

          (75 min Yoga followed by 15 min meditation) 
 

Beginner’s class brings tradition of thousands of years 
aiming at holistic experience and it is a very powerful tool 

to improve your well-being, increase physical and 
emotional health, and bring joy to your life.  

 

Casual class - $20, 5-class Pass- $80, 10-class Pass-
$150 

Please call Sergei 0435350384 or write 
sergei@cityretreat.com.au 

 

Chaos, overwhelm and clutter in your 
home, your office, your life? 

I can bring calm, order & space back to 
your day & mind. 

Call Virginia Wells – 0422 490 131 

E: virginia@getwellsorted.com.au 

W: www.getwellsorted.com.au 

FB:	www.facebook.com/getwellsorted	
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MOVING ARCHETYPES: 
Dance for connecting 

 

ARCHETYPES ARE MIRRORS OF 
OURSELVES 

Archetypes are mythical characters from all 
cultures. Connecting with powerful archetypes 

through dance can help us link with larger 
narratives and find strength, creativity and power in 

everyday life. 
 

Classes with internationally award winning 
choreographer Padma Menon using Indian and 

western movement, reflection and guided 
improvisation. 

 
Term 2 course: Lyricism and Lightness: Green Tara 
Classes start week of 22 May (6 weeks) (Kingston) 

Free introductory workshops 13 and 20 May. 
 

For more information visit: 
www.movingarchetypes.com.au or email 

info@movingarchetypes.com.au 
 

No previous dance experience required. 

 

Daniel has been a local of Watson his whole 
life, and brings his expertise to ‘The Knox’ – 

by locals, for locals. 

Offering brunch 7 days a week, family 
afternoon teas, a gourmet lunch and dinner 

menu and, of course, great coffee every 
day. 

Opening hours: 
Monday-Wednesday 7:00 am to 4:30 pm 

Thursday-Saturday 7:30 to late 
Sunday 7:30 am to 3:30 pm 

https://www.facebook.com/ 
theknoxmadeinwatson/ 
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Ever	wondered	about	house	prices	in	Watson?	
We’ve	compiled	a	list	of	Watson	sale	prices	for	the	period	1	January	–	31	March	2017	for	you.	

	

Date	 Address	 Price	=	 Type	
02/03/2017	 22	Mccawley	Street	 $945,000	 House	
25/03/2017	 22	Andrews	Street	 $910,000	 House	
25/03/2017	 41	Dickinson	Street	 $825,000	 House	
18/02/2017	 9	Rooth	Place	 $800,000	 House	
20/03/2017	 139	Knox	Street	 $797,500	 House	
15/03/2017	 39	Mccawley	Street	 $720,000	 House	
18/03/2017	 39	Phillip	Avenue	 $716,000	 House	
04/02/2017	 9	Molesworth	Street	 $700,000	 House	
03/03/2017	 8	Hood	Place	 $687,500	 House	
11/02/2017	 36	Aspinall	Street	 $630,000	 House	
11/02/2017	 315	Antill	Street	 $610,000	 House	
24/02/2017	 77	Whitmore	Crescent	 $499,950	 House	
03/02/2017	 36	Tay	Street	 $480,000	 House	
18/02/2017	 29	Bettie	Mcnee	Street	 $655,500	 Townhouse	
02/02/2017	 80/215	Aspinall	Street	 $601,000	 Townhouse	
10/03/2017	 17/14	Federal	Highway	 $454,000	 Townhouse	
24/02/2017	 49/23	Aspinall	Street	 $401,500	 Apartment	
17/02/2017	 60/21	Aspinall	Street	 $360,000	 Apartment	
27/02/2017	 58/20	Federal	Highway	 $330,000	 Apartment	
17/03/2017	 38/25	Aspinall	Street	 $265,000	 Apartment	
31/03/2017	 53/35	Tay	Street	 $345,000	 Unit	
24/02/2017	 69/21	Aspinall	Street	 $345,000	 Unit	
23/02/2017	 76/20	Federal	Highway	 $330,000	 Unit	
08/03/2017	 11/271	Antill	Street	 $295,000	 Unit	
10/02/2017	 3/8	Irvine	Street	 $190,000	 Unit	
16/03/2017	 22	Blair	Street	 $881,000	 Fluffy	block	
30/03/2017	 57	Williams	Street	 $725,000	 Fluffy	block	
30/03/2017	 17	Mccawley	Street	 $705,000	 Fluffy	block	
16/03/2017	 6	Kerferd	Street	 $670,000	 Fluffy	block	
15/02/2017	 119	Irvine	Street	 $680,000	 Fluffy	block	
30/01/2017	 32	Simpson	Street	 $565,000	 Fluffy	block	

	
The	contents	of	this	list	and	other	ACT	house	sale	prices	and	information	are	freely	published	
online.  

Watson	property	sales	
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A Poem taken from the Watson Poets book 
 
 
 
 
 

The Past - by Denise Burton 
 

If you need me 
I’ll be in the past 

turning the pages of my life 
Searching. 

 
Words will appear 

dancing with delight 
Barbs will shoot 

hitting their mark 
 

Pictures of children 
smiling through the grey 
Blurred into recognition 
by places and friends. 

 
A mother of a new born 

admiring in awe 
At a baby she nurtured 

wondering 
 

The years evoked in 
pictures of grown ups 

once children 
swishing past stagnant 

 
Pages of life 

yellowing crinkling 
around the edges 

Date 
(2016) 

Address Price 

21/01/16 293 Antill St $570,000 
House 

15/02/16 9/25 Aspinall St $510,000 
House 

02/13/16 253 Antill St $461,000 
House 

22/03/16 20/19 Aspinall 
Street 

$447,500 
Town- 
house 

08/03/16 160/395 Antill 
  

$405,000 
Unit 

20/01/16 72 Ian Nicol St $397,500 
House 

09/02/16 46/35 Tay St $357,000 
Apartment 

01/02/16 54/23 Aspinall  $340,000 
Apartment 

17/03/16 41/25 Aspinall $330,000 
Apartment 

29/01/16 27/21 Aspinall $325,000 
Apartment 

15/02/16 44/21 Aspinall  $315,000 
Apartment 

Watson Property Prices guide 
 

Ever wondered about house prices in 
your suburb? We’ve compiled a list of 
Watson sale prices between January 
and March this year for you : 

(The contents of this list, and other ACT house sale prices and 
information, are freely published online. Let the WCA know if you’re 

interested in reading more content like this!) 
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THE WATSON 
Takeaway 

BIG BURGERS - BATTERED BREAM - 
GOURMET PIZZAS - GREAT COFFEE - 
LICENCED VENUE.  

Catering available for office and 
events .  

Trading Hours: 
MONDAY – THURS 8.30AM – 8.30PM 
FRIDAY 8.30AM – 9.30PM 
SATURDAY 8.30AM – 8.30PM 
(CLOSED SUNDAY) 

Phone Order : 02 6241 1517 
Shop 3, 5 Watson Place  

Watson Shops ACT 2602 

Canberra Carotel Motel 
Relatives coming to visit? Friends or 

family coming to Canberra for an 
event? 

The Carotel Motel is an ideal place for 
them to stay. It has a wide variety of 

room styles that offer affordable, 
comfortable and convenient 

accommodation for their stay in 
Canberra.  

 
Check us out online at 

www.carotel.com.au or call us on 
62411377. 

 

The Academy of Interactive 
Entertainment kindly provide room for 
WCA meetings. Why not contact them 

about hiring rooms for your 
organization? 

 

Block E - Canberra 
Technology Park 
49 Phillip Avenue 
Watson ACT 2602 

 
Contact details:  

Phone: +61 2 6162 5131 
Fax : +61 2 6207 3759 

Safety Reminders 
 

When delivering The Watzon the lack of 
locks on mail boxes raises concerns. So 

often boxes are overflowing and addressed 
letters from Banks, Government and 

private senders are hanging out or spilled.  
In these days of identity theft a lock is a 

small investment in security.  
Summer is a time for visitors and also 

young children playing outside.  Take extra 
care! Speed limits in Watson: past schools 

the limit is 40kph during school hours: 
most other streets have a 50kph limit:  
Antill St, Windeyer St, Stirling Avenue, 

Phillip Avenue and Knox St have a 60kph 
limit.  

Parking on nature strips whilst traditionally 
done is, in fact, illegal and often unsightly.  

Whilst the ACT Government rarely 
enforces the regulation, parking and/or 
repair of vehicles on nature strips could 

incur problems should anyone be injured. 
Rubbish left on nature strips is equally 

unattractive and can represent a hazard 
possibly leading to costly legal problems.  

Local	services	
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x Breastfeeding Counselor (s) on hand 

to answer your questions.  
x All mums, dads, children and mums-

to-be welcome, and you don’t need 
to be a member   

If you have a question about 
breastfeeding please call our  

free  
National Breastfeeding Helpline:  

1800 686 268 or visit  
www.breastfeeding.asn.au  

to check venues:  
abanorthcanberra@hotmail.com 

Australian 
Breastfeeding 
Association  
North Canberra 

Help your child become a reader  
 
 
 
 
 

Professional Reading Assessments 
Julie Watson 

299 Antill Street Watson ACT 2602 
02 61664652 

cjcwatson@grapevine.com.au 

Canberra Central Combined 
Probus Club 

 
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month, 
10am to Noon at the Ainslie Club.  For more 
information, contact Secretary Ian Bland on 

6241 1117 

 

 
 

 
 

Cedrics Winter Gardening 
Tips for Watson 
 
Hints for your winter garden: 
x Plant pansies, petunias and 

violas for winter colour 
x Remove all plastic tap timers 

to prevent frost damage 
x Disconnect hoses and 

sprinklers and store out of 
frost 

x Remove crossing and broken 
branches from trees and 
shrubs 

x For pruning larger trees 
always use a qualified tree 
surgeon. I recommend B & B 
Tree Surgery (call Ben) 6236 
9864 with over 25 years 
experience 

x Mulch around tender new 
plants to reduce frost damage 

x Use a fine water spray to 
wash frost off leaves before 
the sun hits the plants 

x Move frost tender pot plants 
under cover (i.e. under the 
eaves) 

x Prune wisteria and other 
deciduous shrubs. 

 
Hints for your garden provided by 
Cedric Bryant., our local Watson 
gardening guru.  
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Watson Pharmacy 
 

Pharmacy hours:  
Monday to Friday : 9am–6:00pm 

Saturday: 9am—1pm 
 

Licensed Post Office & Sub-Newsagency 
A selection of affordable gifts & wrapping, 
greeting cards & stationery items available 

  

Post office hours: 
Monday—Friday:  9am—5:30pm 

  

Watson Pharmacy is a Quality Care 
Accredited Pharmacy and a member of 

The Pharmacy Guild of  Australia. We have 
many services on offer: 

 

x Pain management 
x Webster packs 
x Health checks and advice 
x Medication checks 
x NDSS diabetes scheme 
 

Come in and talk to a Pharmacist  
to find out WHAT WE CAN DO TO HELP 

YOU. 
  

Phone: (02) 6241 1506 

Watson  
Woodlands Update 
 
With thanks to Richard Larson 
 
 
 
Well what an autumn it has been, a hot 
and extremely dry March and April. 
Rain finally arrived in May. In April 19 
Indian Myna birds were captured and 
disposed. Mynas and Starlings compete 
with our native birds for resources the 
mature woodland trees provide, 
particularly tree hollows which our 
hollow-nesting birds require in order to 
breed. The  ACT government continues 
to sanction removal of mature 
woodland trees with tree hollows to 
make way for new developments (e.g. 
near Prime TV on Antill Street). 
 
Now hat Justice Robert Hope Park has 
been designated as an environmental 
offset, extensive dialogue between the 
ACT Parks and Conservation Service and 
the Woodlands Working Group has 
commenced. We have two dedicated 
rangers working with us on issues 
including rabbit control, park signage, 
fence removal, weeding and provision 
for new plantings. Recent mapping 
identified 23 rabbit burrows locations 
requiring treatment. The work program 
for the group this winter will be 
planting and weed grubbing.  
 
CAT CONTAINMENT 
The Fair is a designated cat 
containment area. Residents must 
confine pet cats to their premises at all 
times. Cat owners found not complying 
may be issued a penalty of up to $1500. 
Domestic Animal Services (DAS) are 
responsible for cat containment 
compliance and enforcement. If  you 
see a roaming cat in a cat containment 
area contact DAS on 13 22 81.  
Internet information can be found on 
tams.act.gov.au/city_services/pets/cats 

The Knox - Made in Watson 
 

Daniel has been a local of Watson his whole life, 
and brings his expertise to ’The Knox’ - by locals, 
for locals. Offering brunch 7 days a week, family 
afternoon teas, a gourmet lunch menu and, of 

course, great coffee everyday.   
 

Opening Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 7:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Saturday - Sunday: 7:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/

theknoxmadeinwatson/ 

 
The WCA Inc. particularly wishes to thank the 

Australian Catholic University (ACU), 
Signadou Campus in Watson, for printing this 

Newsletter as a community service. 
The Campus has about 1,000 students and is 
conveniently located 5km from Canberra's 

city centre. 
For more information on courses available please 

call them on 02 6209 1100—Mon to Fri 8:00 am – 
5:00 pm or visit www.acu.edu.au. 
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WCA	Inc.	Annual	General	Meeting	

The	WCA	Inc.	Annual	General	Meeting	(AGM)	was	held	on	16	March	2017	–	and	attended	by	old	
and	new	faces	alike.	Youth	With	A	Mission	(YWAM)	kindly	hosted	the	meeting.	

The	guest	speaker	was	Mr	Jacob	Ingram	(Advisor,	Chief	Minister’s	office).	Mr	Ingram	outlined	his	
role	as	a	point	of	contact	for	local	community	groups.	The	WCA	Inc.	will	continue	to	work	with	
Mr	Ingram	to	raise	issues	of	concern	to	Watson	residents.	

The	AGM	covered	the	usual	items	–	welcome	and	apologies,	minutes	of	the	previous	AGM	and	
matters	arising,	election	of	committee	members	and	other	business.	Reports	were	provided	by	
the	Chair,	Treasurer	and	representatives	of	the	various	working	groups	/	subcommittees:	
Woodlands;	Planning	and	Development;	and	Watzon.	

Eight	written	WCA	Inc.	nominations	were	received,	seconded	and	accepted.	The	Chair,	Deputy	
Chair,	Treasurer	and	Secretary	were	prepared	to	continue	in	their	roles,	and	all	were	duly	re-
elected.	The	results	were	as	follows:	Liz	Grace	(Chair);	Richard	Larson	(Deputy	Chair);	
Gillian	Helyar	(Secretary);	Carrie	Wright	(Treasurer);	Leonie	Watts,	Julie	Smith,	Rod	Lestone	and	
Fiona	Hill-Stein	(Committee	members).	

Chair’s	Report	–	Liz	Grace	thanked	members	of	the	Committee	for	their	support	and	thanked	the	
residents	of	Watson	who	worked	on/supported	the	various	activities	of	the	WCA	Inc.	An	
overview	of	the	activities	of	the	WCA	Inc.	was	provided.	

Treasurers	Report	–	those	in	attendance	heard	the	vast	majority	of	transactions	in	2016	related	
to	the	publication	of	the	Watzon	newsletter	-	expenses	(paper)	and	income	(donations	by	
advertisers).	At	31	December	2016,	the	WCA	Inc.	maintained	a	healthy	bank	balance	of	
approximately	$6,200.	The	WCA	Inc.	accounts	have	and	continue	to	be	independently	audited.	

Woodlands	Working	Group	Report	-	the	Group	ranked	15th	on	the	Parks	and	Conservation	list	of	
31	volunteer	Parkcare	groups	for	the	2015–16	financial	year	–	with	approximately	220	registered	
volunteer	hours	over	an	8-month	period.	Those	in	attendance	heard	about	the	considerable	
work	that	has	been	done	in	Justice	Robert	Hope	Park	by	volunteers,	including	weeding,	fencing,	
collecting	and	testing	water	samples	and	planting.	The	work	done	by	others	associated	with	the	
Parks	environmental	offset	status	was	outlined.	

Planning	and	Development	Report	–	An	update	was	provided	on	each	of	the	major	
developments	directly	impacting	Watson,	including	those	underway	and	pending.	These	included	
the	light	rail,	new	Canberra	Park	Resort	and	redevelopments	of	the	Kamberra,	Channel	9/	10,	
Negus	Street	and	Carotel	sites.	Work	undertaken	by	the	WCA	Inc.	to	progress	a	Master	Plan	for	
the	suburb	of	Watson	was	provided.	

Watzon	Report	–	in	the	2016	calendar	year,	the	WCA	Inc.	produced	four	editions.	The	continued	
support	of	the	Australian	Catholic	University	(who	print	the	Watzon	at	no	charge)	and	the	team	
of	Watson	residents	who	deliver	the	Watzon	was	acknowledged.	Changes	to	the	Watzon	
introduced	in	2016	were	outlined. 	
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The	WCA	Inc.	is	giving	consideration	to	staging	
another	‘Parties	at	the	Shops’	event,	and	is	
keen	to	hear	from	interested	residents.	

	

	

	

Please	contact	a	committee	member	if	you	are	
interested.	

Local	events	

Love	living	in	Watson?	

Have	your	say	on	our	future	–	
Watson	Community	Survey	

Our	suburb	is	growing!	The	number	of	
residences	in	Watson	doubled	over	the	last	
12	years	–	and,	are	forecast	to	rise	by	a	further	
15%	in	North	Watson	alone.	

Help	us	ensure	local	facilities,	green	space	and	
transport	options	meet	the	needs	of	all	
residents.	Tell	us	what	matters	to	you	by:	

• filling	out	the	Watson	Community	Survey	
online:	https://www.surveymonkey.com/r
/R2FMFX9	

• keeping	up	to	date	on	our	Facebook	page	
• encouraging	family	and	neighbours	to	

have	their	say	too.	

Your	input	matters.	The	WCA	Inc.	will	meet	
with	the	ACT	Government	to	share	our	
recommendations.	The	higher	the	number	of	
responses,	the	more	we	can	achieve	for	our	
suburb.	

Survey	closes	31	May	2017.	

Questions	or	suggestions?	Please	contact	the	
WCA	Inc.	via	email	at	
watsoncommunityassociation666@gmail.com.	
 


